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juarcne. jtgc ae : i^BLAHATB. |^ U Vf *% /f* S4. 
SENLIS (Oise). 

filjl du Grand-Cerf, *7 r. de la Siputlique. Prices in 1914. Meals 1,25. 
3,50. 3,50 (wine not included) Bed-room 4 to 10 Chauffeur 7 @ 9 
■^f (wo) Inner coach-house /ree [S U T Grandeerf ^ 111. 
© des Alines, 80 rue de BeauvaU. Prices in 1914. Meals 0,75. 3. 3 
Bed-room 2 to 5 Chauffeur 6 (wo) Inner coach-house \2\ **** -T* *'• 
ffm MICEEUN STOCK Guinot, 8 pi. de la Halle. Stock : dk Diok. Agt de : 
Pkogbot. [3 U 7° 46. 

— MICEEUN STOCK L. Buat and A. R^mond, i rue de Crept/. Ags de : 

PaNHABD, RBNAUIiT, COTTlN-DBSGOUTTEfl, DkLAHATTB, ROOHBT- 

SaHHBiDBK, Mobs. @ 1/ © \ ?■ 38. 
CHANTILLY (Oise). 

CTfl du Grand-Cond^, av. de la Oare. Closed in 1917. Prices in 1914. 

Meals 2. 6. 7 (Meals & la carte for passing visitors) Chauffeur 10 

Aso @ J5 "S (wc) Gar gj U ?■ 62. 
HM d'Angleterre, r. de Paris and pi. de VHdpital. Prices in 1914. Meals 

1.26. 3,60. 3,50 Bed-room 4 to 8 Chauffeur 7 J5 S' ("o) Inner 

shed /ree [J] :}<> 69. 
i@^ Noguey'a Family Hotel, 10 av. de la Gare. Prices in 1914. Meals 1,50. 

3,50. 4 (wine not included) Bed-room 4 to 8 Chauffeur 7,60 3J ^S" 

(wc) Inner coach-house [^ ^ 146. 
^fm MIOHELIN STOCK Origaut, 72 r. du Connitalle. :?> 1.14. 

— UICBELIN STOCK Garage Bourdeau, / bis r. de Souvieux. [Q] U 

© \ :f> 1.90. 

ERMENONVILLE (Oise). 

a de I'Brmitage. 
ACY-EN-mULTIEN (Oise). 

5* H6tel du Cheval-Rouge. 

The above information, dating from 1st August 1917, may possibly he no 
longer exact when this falls under the readers eyes. It would b« more prudent 
therefore before making the tour described in this volume, to consult the latest 
French edition of the ' Guide Michelin ', 



OFFICE NATIONAL DU TOURISME " 

,„■ //. Rue de Surine. PARIS (Vllle) 



The " Office National du Tourisme " was created by 
the Act of the 8th April 1910, and reorganised in 
1917. It enjoys civil privileges and financial autonomy. 

It is directed by an Administrative Council chosen 
by the minister of Public Works. 

Its mission is to seek out every means of developing 
travel ; to urge, and if necessary to take any measure 
capable of ameliorating the conditions of the transport, 
circulation and sojourn of tourists. 

It co-ordinates the efforts of touring societies and 
industries, encourages them in the execution of their 
programmes and stimulates legislative and administra- 
tive initiative with regard to the development of travel 
in France. 

It promotes understandings between the Public 
Services, the great Transport Companies, the " Syndi- 
cats d'Initiative " and the " Syndicats Professionnels ". 

It organises propaganda in foreign countries; and 
incites towards the creation of Travel Inquiry Offices 
in France and abroad, with a view to make known 
the scenery and monuments of France, as well as 
the health-giving powers of French mineral waters, 
spas and bathing places. 



ALL INQUIRIES WITH REGARD TO TRAVELLING 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 
TO THE " TOURING-CLUB DE FRANCE " • 

65, Avenue de la Grande-Armee, 65 ^ 

PARIS .. ; 



THE " TOURING-CLUB DE FRANCE' 



WHAT IS IT? WHAT ARE ITS USES? 

The " Touring-Club de France " (founded in 1890), 
is at the present time the largest touring Association 
in the whole world. Its principal aim is to introduce 
France — this admirable country and one of the 
loveliest on earth — to French people themselves and 
to foreigners. 

It seeks to develope travel in all its forms, on foot, 
on horseback, on bicycle, in carriage, motor, yacht or 
railway, and soon in aeroplane. 

Every member of the Association receives a badge 
and an identity ticket free of charge, as also the 

Revue Mensuelle " every month. 

Members also have the benefit of; special prices in a 
certain number of affiliated hotels; and this holds 
good for the purchase of guide-books and Staff (Etat- 
major) maps, as well as, those of the " Ministere de 
rinterieur ", the T. C. F., etc. They may insert notices 
regarding the sale or purchase of traveUing requisites, 
in the " Revue " (1 fr. per line). The " Comite des 
Contentieux " is ready to give them counsel with 
regard to travelling, and 3000 delegates in all the 
principal towns are able to give them advice and infor- 
mation about the curiosities of art or of nature of the 
neighbourhood, as well as concerning the roads,_hotels, 
motor-agents, garages, etc. 

Members are accorded free passage across the fron- 
tier for a bicycle or motor-bicycle. For a motor-car the 
Association gives a " Triptyque " ensuring free passage 
through the " douane ", etc. 



ONE TRAVELS BEST IN FRANCE WHEN MEMBER 
OF THE " TOURING-CLUB DE FRANCE " 

See end of volume. 
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BAITLK OF 'FIIK MAKXI-: 



IHEOURl 10 BATTLE-FIELDS 



MEAUX — SKNLIS - CHANTO.LY 



Oipvrisht, liy Mirlicliii & (". <')'-J- 

All rigtlls of trciiislalioii, ihldpUilinii iir n prodarliDii 
{in part or whole), rtSLrviil, in alt ninnliics. 
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HISTORICAL 



THE SIXTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER. 1914 



POSIT liJ 
IIIL LVLM 




The special aim for tliis day, on Uic Frcncli side, was a frontal attack and 
tlie outllankinL! on its' right of Ihe German IVth reserve corps. 

At dawn the French right (Lamaze group) seized Saint-Soupplets and 
Monthyon; at 9 o'clock it reached the Chambry" — Barcy — Oissery front; 
l5ut on the left wing, engaged in the outflanking movement, the 7th corps 
met (near It^tavigny) a part of the German find active corps, whicli. 
drawing away from the British army, liastcned by forced marches to the 
assistance of tlie IVth reserve corps. 

'I'liis was Uie Lieginning of von Kliicks clever nianrcuvre: lie saw tlie 
danger tlireatenini? liis arm>' from Maunoury's flank attack and took advan- 
tage of the exliausted condition of the British to throw all his forces on the 
titli Army, bring it to a standstill and so avoid disaster. 

At the end .d' the day tlie French occupied flic Chambry — Mavcilly — 
Puisieux — Acy-en-Multien line- 

The Britisli Army went on straightening itself out and readied tlieCrecy- 
en-Brie — Coulominiers — Choisy en-Brie line. 

On the litli the army received Jolfre's iiistoric proclamation : 

.\l llv: c'lmmrnccmenl of a batllc on which depends the safety of our Ciaintnj. 
il is nccessari/ to remind erenjone that there must be no looking bacl^\ 

Every effort must be made to attaci; and drive off the enemy. Am/ Ironjts, 
which can no longer advance, must al all costs keep what ground Ihci/ hare 
wnn. and die rather than foil back. In existing circun}':l(mcc'-;. no weakness 
I an be tol'.raU d. 



HISTORICAI, 
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THE SEVENTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 1914 




POSIT IONS 

IN J 1[E L\'LMNO 



Since morning tlie struggle had been resumed but tlic French now began 
to feel the eflects of the German heavy artillery established between Var~ 
reddes and May-en-Multien, out of range of the 75's, and their progress was 
retarded. On their right the fighting spread around Marcijly, Barcy and 
Chambry; on their left the 7th corps, extended towards Villers-Saint- 
Genest by the 61st reserve division that Gallieni hadsent as a reinforcement, 
had gained a footing on the plateau of Ktavigny; at Puisicux it joined 
the Lamaze group. 

x\t the request of Sir .John French, who feared for his connection with the 
6th Army, the 8th division of the 4th corps engaged the Germans occupying 
the woods of .Meaux, south of the Marne. 

At the end of the day the French still had hopes of outflanking the 
German right so long as the latter did not receive reinforcements. Bui 
the IVth German active corps, escaping in its turn from the British Army, 
recrossed the Marne and reinforced the two corps already engaged, fnits 
turn it was trying to outflank the 6th Army on the left. 

Von Ivltlck, to mask the withdrawal of the find and IVth corps, deployed 
in front of the British army his three cavalry divisions, backed up by artil- 
lery and infantry detachments. This rearguard touglit stubbornly in order, 
if possible, to allow the three German corps of the f)urcq to crush the 
6th Army before the Ijritish advance should become a decisive factor in 
the retreat. 

In the evening the British occupied the Maisoncelles — Coulommiers — 
Choisv-en-Brie line. 



FORE^A^ORD 



For llie henefil of luiirisis who wish to visit the ballte-fictds and mutilated 
towns of France tve liavc tried to ])rudnee a work eumbining a praeticat yuide and 
a histurij. 

Such a visit shmilil lie a pilijrimage, not merely a journey across the 
ravar/cd land. Sccinij is not enough, one must understand; a ruin is more 
moving when one knows what has caused it; a stretch of country which might 
seem dull and uninteresting to the unenlightened eye, becomes transformed at 
the lliDught of the battles which have raged there. 

Vi'e have tliereforc prefaced the description of our journeys by a short account 
of the events which took jdace on the ground covered by this guide, and we have 
done our bcsl to make this aeeouid quite clear by the use of many illustrations 
and maps. 

In the course of the description we give a brief military commentary on the 
numerous views and panoramas contained in the book. 

When we come across a place that is interesting cither from an archaeological 
or cm artistic point of view, there we halt, even though the war has passed it by, 
that the tourist may realise that it was to preserve this heritage of history and 
beauty intact, that so many of our heroes have fallen. 

(Jar readers will not find any attempt at literary effect in these pages; the 
truth is loo beautiful and tragic to be altered for the sake of embellishing the 
story: hi" have tliereforc carefully sifted the great volume of evidence available, and 
selected only that obtained from official documents or reliable eye-witnesses. 

This book appears before the end of the wrr, but tlie country over which it 
leads the reader has long been freed. The wealth of illustration in this work 
allows t!:c inlending tourist to make a preliminary trip in imagination, until 
such time a.: circur..-itunces pern,it of his undertaking the journey in realitg, 
beneath the sumiy skies of France. 



HISTORICAL PART 



IMPORTANT NOTi:. — On pages 4 to 14 will be found a short account 
of the tialtle of the Ourcq and its preliminaries. 

"\\'e advise tourists to read these eleven pages, or at least to glance at 
Ihe maps they contain, before making the tour, a description of which com- 
mences on page IS. A clear understanding of the action as a wdiole 
is indispensable in order to follow the account of the separate battles with 
interest. 

4 his perusal will enable tlie reader to grasp tlie reason why Ihe battle 
fought by the Army of Paris has come into history under the name of the 
tjattle of the Ourcq. As will be seen, the struggle took place conside- 
rably to the west of the ri\er, so we do not lead the tourist right up to its 
banks, lAit it was to reach the Valley of the Ourcq that the French 
fought with so much heroism and it was in defending its approaches that 
the Germans showed s\ich great lenacity. 



lilSTORICAL 



FRENCH 

General Joffbe, 
Coinmamler-in- Chief. 



General Galliexi. 

Commanding the intrenched 

camp of i^aris 

had under his orders the Gth Army 

(General Mauxouby) 



^-, GALLIEXI 

COMPONENTS OF THE 6th ARMY ^-.->— ' 

7th Corps ( 14th Act. Div. (Gen. dl Vili.abet). | ^''^ii^iHlS'ry:' .^^^ 

(Gen. Vautie.O I 63rd Res. Div. (Gen. Lombard) . | -^^,,^,^ - • 

; Aflrr liaviir.;- I'ua.LHn in ilir li.;uu- 
05th P>eS. Div. (Gen. LeGU.AY). . )* ar-5Iru,r;nTirr,l iO lln-'Soimiir a., 

5th Group Res. Div. Uoih Res. Div. (Gen. de Darteix) . | ^^;^::^;!\,:";^ '"* ""' '" '" 





.^LWXOURY 



(Gen. DE 1, amaze) ; 



Moroccan brigade (Gen. Ditte) . , " „n ,,nt,at.-eiiicm 



I .\vriviiife' 'roiii -\frira look i>;o-f in 



45th Algerian Div. (Gen. Drude) . 



( I/;>iiili\iK fvoiil X'-i-'"- 
I :irti0U Si l.t. Sill. 



,7th Act. Div. (Gen. de Tbexti- 1 L.a,4,,, ,,,o.,va ^ 

4th Corps \ ^.j^^.) ... J,;,,,;,., on tlio .Ml. a.el only CM;.:e 

(Gen. B(ELLE) | g^.^^ .^^^^ Y)i\\ (Gen. de Labtigue) . ( into anion on tiio Tth. 

' SiiftovoJ srvoroly aroinnl C:\nilinii 
1 aiol ivorr M-nt to fi.nn nv ■'-•ti" )" 

CithGrouiiRes. Div. (61st Res. Div. (Gen. Depbez) . . !Xv'only''':ln,o'i"!a. a,-,iou"on 
(Gen. Ebeneb) ' 62nd Res. Div. (Gen. Gaxeval) . j tl„;^T.h .noi tVo^ i;.n,, .liv.. ,vhn., 



^utYorril rliirfly, 
1!lo pur-tti- 



■ took p;ll-t in 



( 1st Corps (Gen. Sobdet) 
Cavalry (Brigade Gillet .... 



Tlio cavalrv, wliioli .i^'r, ally siiftVi-n 
in tlio rotrrat froin Uliavlrro! 
onlv iilavo.l a minor part in tin 
battlo. 




HISTORICAL- 




BRITISH 

Ficld-Maislinl Sir .ImiN l-'m-xcii 

Cijniniancler-in-Clik'f 

of Ihe British li\|)ciliUoiiary 
Forces. 




I iii-;xcu 



DOUGLAS HAIG 



Isl Cor|")S 
(Lieut. Gen. Sir Douglas Haig) 

2ml Corps 
(Gen. Sir IIoiuce Sjiitii IJorrien) 

llrd Corps 
(Lieut. Gen. Pulticxey) 

Cavalry Uivisioii 
(Gen. Allenbv) 



■r..|j,'li Hi,' u-Ih-,1,. ,;■',■• -Af ,.:■ I'l;:u- 
tiliiiii;i!ly;i^;uiiist vistly siniCrioi' 



GERMAN 

1st .\rniv : General \ox Kluck 



IV tli Res. Corps . . . 

1 1 11(1 .\et. — . . - 

IV til .\et. — . 

■Jnd (.;a\alry division . 

t)th — — . 

1st — — ot tire Guards 



Tills is :i psrt ..f KMi,;. 
\vlii(.'li ill it.s iuiti.il .'iilv 11 
111,- Allies' left ^vill; in 
1-L-ti-eat from the Si.unlirt- 




VON KLUCK 



THE FIRST DAY OF SEPTEIVIBEB, I9IA 



HISTORICAL 



iXPLAN'AlORY 

("IF PO^J'I IIJNS 
J^ 1 1I£ MnnMNG 




The French attack, which has been called the battle ot Charleroi, having 
tailed on the 22-24th August, General Jofire promptly broke off the engage- 
ment and on August 25th ordered a general retreat until such time as, the 
reforming of the French forces being completed and a more favourable 
occasion presenting itself, it should be possible to check and then drive 
back the German armies. 

The following was the generalissimo's plan : to mass troops on the left 
which should attempt to outflank the German right, while a general attack 
(or at least a stubborn resistance) was maintained on the rest of the front. 

On August 27th the (Itli .\rmy, entrusted with the outflanking movement, 
was constituted, as shown on pages 4 and 5, and placed under the command 
of General Maunoury. It was formed in the Somnie from drafts taken from 
the Eastern armies and brouglit to the scene of operations by means of 
a clever railway organisation begun on August 2-lth. 

On Se|)teniber 1st, the 6th army occu|iied the Bresles. Clermont. Sacy-lc- 
Grand and \erberie line. Tlic 4th British division formed a continuation 
on the riiiht. 

The Gernunis. masters of Conipiegne. attacked the British on the ^\i■- 
berie — Xer\" line, which yielded. Mauiioury then ordered the I'ctveat to 
be contiimed. But the columns marchins.; towards tlic South had to avoid 
being outfiaid<ed. The 5(Uli division, llie Moroccan brigade and one 
ca\;dry division were ordered to cover the Seiilis — C.reil-- GhanliUy gai> 
as long as necessary. The .Moroccan brigade took up its covering position 
on the Pont-Sainte-Maxence. Monl-lFvecpie line. The 111th brigade of 
the .itith division was supporting Chamant and the 112th in reserve west 
of Senlis: the ca\a!r>' was in front of the Moroccans, 

During the da\". the Gernums, repulsing the French cavalry and the 4lh 
British division, reached Roberval and Bully: the Franco-British line passed 
through Pont-Sainte-Maxence, Mont-rEveciue. Montepilloy and Fiesnoy. 




//\ li il ?:■»/# Munifpillr.y-- 

"ChanlillyX Mom-i tvequ.-^ civ \ 



IIIST<lUir.M, 



THE SECOND DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 1914 
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posn IONS 

IN ■1H1-: I'.vi.NiNC 



The followiiiii tasks were enlrustuil to the 3(Uh division : — \iiilil mid-day 
— to liolil yesterday's positions facing east, in order to protect tlie Crcil — 
Chantilly line; from mid-day until (i o'clocl-; in the evening to prevent the 
Germans from passing out of Senlis towards the south. 

In the morning there was hot fighting between the French batteries placed 
on the heights north-east of Senlis and the batteries of the IVth German 
corps. Towards ID o'clock the British evacuated the dominating position 
of .'\fontepilloy. The Germans immediately took possession of it and esta- 
blished their howitzer batteries, the fire of which, directed by aeroplanes, 
considerably hampered the French artillery. 

After 11 o'clock the covering troops began to fall back under the enemies' 
fire which followed them as far as Senlis and was replied to until the last 
moment by the F-rcnch batteries, and several of these suffered severely. 
Meanwhile, the 112th brigade took possession of the line of defence hastily 
made south of Senlis. This position comprised two lines of trenches dug on 
either side of the " route nationale " supported by two inachine gun sections 
and an artillery group which, established north-west of ]\Iont-rEvec]ne, 
countered the Geriuan gunners at Montepilloy. At 1 o'clock the last eche- 
lons wdiich passed out of Senlis, fighting, were closely followed by the Ger- 
man advance guard wdiich was immediately subjected to a fierce fusillade. 

The Germans retired precipitately and we shall read further on, in the 
description of the burnings and murders at 
Senlis, how they took revenge fur this une.\- 
]iccled resistance. 

An hour and a half later an attack was launch- 
ed against the 3Glst, which held the lines of 
trenches. The Germans came out of Senlis push- 
ing a group of civilians in front of them. The 
French troops ceased firing when they heard the 
shrieks of these hostages, but luifortunately some 
of the latter had already been killed and wounded. 

The fight lasted about half an hour; a counter- 
attack by the 350th infantry regiment, placed 
in reserve in the forest of Pontarnie, sent the 
(U-rnians back into Senlis, and the 112th bri- 
gade, its covering mission accomplished, retired 
from the Senlis — Borest front. 

In the evening, the fith army occupied the 
Meru, Xeuilly-en-Tlielle, Morlefoiitaine line. 




THE THIRD DAY OF SEPTEfVIBER, 1914 



IIISTOI'.ICAL 



IN Till-, l.\"LMNG 




OVERMAN BESERVECOftPS 



{f^^^^^PPS^^ AN, 
Le Mesnil-Aubry / /; HESER, 

Eccuen 




TIr- Gill ;uniy continued its retreat obliquely towards the south-east, in 
order to secure the defence of the north-east sector of the intrenched camp 
of Paris, under General Gallieni's command, himself under the supreme 
command of General JolTre. The active collaboration of these two great 
chiefs was one of the important factors in the victory of the Marne. 

After long and painful marching, in overpowering heat, the (ith army 
occupied the Iverny. Dammartin-cn-Goele, Le Mesnil-Aubry line. 
During the day Gallieni published the famous proclamation ; 
Army ol Paris, Inhabitants 0/ Paris. The members 0/ the Government oj 
the liepublie have left Paris to give a fresh impetus to the national defence. 
I have reri'ived orders ti> defend Paris a/jainst the invader; these orders I shall 
cam/ out I" the end. 

Tlie arixiely that had gripped the French nation since the crushing advance 
of Klilck"s arm\' had lieen made known was now intense. ^Vould l-'aris fall? 
The German Grand Command must have been vastly tempted to jmsh 
on towards llie envelcd town. Iiut the menace of the Allied army still existed, 
so it was decided to lirst destroy the Allied forces, before turning upon 
Paris, wdiich wouiil then fall like a ripe pear. 

Consequently, the German llnd and IVth active corps were despatched 
towards the south-east and crossed the Ourcq at Lizy and .Mareuil. in pursuit of 
the r-iritish ann\ . The (nrman IVth reserve corps had reached the Luzarches- 
Mortefonlaine liiu> and ad\anee patrols were seen near Ecouen, 13 km. from 
the gales of Paris, but the fascination of the capital had to be resisted and 
the IVth corps in its turn proceeded obliquely towards the l-^ast to protect 

the flank of Kliick's army. 

Therewill probably be arguments for many 
a year as to whether the German stall 
was right or wrong in giving up the direct 
advance on Paris. Idowcver that may be, 
von KUick certainly did not expect such 
a violent attack rronr the Army of Paris. 
■-Tliere was but one General", he declared, 
■• who. against all rules, would have ven- 
tured to carry the fight so far beyond 
his line of defence: unluckily for me, that 
man was Gallieni ". 

Indeed, from that day, September IJrd, 
the Inrningotthe German right was foreseen 
by Gallieni. who immediately |ioinlcd it 
out to .JolTre and suggested making a flank 
attack. 




HISTORICAL 



THE FOURTH AND FIFTH DAYS OF SEPTEMBER, (914 




On tlie (lay of the Itli. Joffre, after coiiimuiiicating witli Gallieni. coiisi- 
ilered the conrlitions favourable tor reiiewiim the olTensive and decided to 
l>ei»in a general engagement on the Gth. 

1 lis instructions enjoined upon all the available forces of the lilh Army to 
be between Lizy-sur-Ourcc[ and May-en-^lnltien on the 5tli in tlie evening, 
ready to cross the Ourcq at the rear of Kliick's army. 

On the -Ith the army prepared for battle: on the 5th it strove to reach 
the positions assigned to it: whereupon ensued a fierce encounter with the 
I\'th Reserve Corps. After violent fighting for the possession of .Monthyon 
and Penchard, the !, amaze group spent the night on the Saint-Soupplets — 
Montge — Iverny— Charny line. The 7th corps took up its position on the 
left and only came in for a few advance-guard actions at thi' norlh of Saint- 
Soupplets; but it constituted a menace to Ihc IVth corp's flank and forced 
the latter to evacuate the :\Ionthyon — I'enchard line during the night. 

The British army, according to the generalissimo's instructions, was to 
occupy, on the .5th in the evening, a line running from north to south, from 
Changis (East of Meaux) to Coulommiers, ready to make an attack cast- 
wards and take the German forces in the flank, lint f'ield-.Marshal French's 
troops were exhausted by the painful retreat wliicli, since the 2-lth August, 
had compelled them to cover 41) to 50 km. a day, hghling all the lime: there- 
fore their volte-face was but slowly carried out and in llie evening the>' were 
no further than the 'Vaudoy — Pezarches— 1 laute-l-"cuille — Grand .Morin line. 

Thus neither the 6th Army nor the British Army succeeded in occupying 
the appointed positions for the opening of the general atlack, which made 
the enveloping movement fai- more difTicuIt lo carry oiil. 
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HISTORICAL 



THE SIXTH DAY OF SEPTEIVIBEF!. i9l4 



Pu>n ION- 

Tilt. t\'tM>t. 




The special aim for tliis dav. on tlic Frencli side, was a frontal attack and 
the outflankinii on its right of the German IVth reserve corps. 

At dawn the French right (Lamaze group) seized Saint-Soupplets and 
Monthyon: at 'J oclnck it reached the Chainbry — Barcy — Oissery front; 
but on the left wing, engaged in the outflanking movement, the 7th corps 
met (near Etavi.gny) a part of the German Ilnd active corps, which, 
drawing away from the British army, hastened hy forced marches to the 
assistance of the IVth reserve corps. 

This was the beginning of von Kliicks clever mana-uvre: he saw the 
danger threatening his army from Maunourys flank attack and took advan- 
tage of the exhausted condition of the British to throw all his forces on the 
6th .\rm\ . bring it to a standstill and so avoid disaster. 

At the end of the day the French occupied the Chambrv — Marcillv — 
Puisieux — Acy-en-Multien line. 

The British Army went on straightening itself out and reached the Crecv- 
en-Bric — Coulommiers — Choisy en-Brie line. 

On the lith the army received .Jolfre's histi.iric proclamation ; 

At the commencemenL oj a battle on which dcjicnds the sa/cly o/ our Counlnj. 
it is necessari/ to remind everyone that there must be no lookinr/ back. 

Euery effort must be made to attack and drire off tfie enemy. Am/ troops, 
u<hich can no longer advance, must at all costs Iceep irhat ground theij hare 
iron, and die ralhcr tlian jail back. In cxistini circumstance---, no ircakness 
I an be tol-raiid. 



HISTORICAL 
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THE SEVENTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 1914 




Since morniny the struggle had been resumed but the French now began 
to feel the ellects of the German heavy artillery established between Var- 
reddes and May-en-ilultien, out of range of the 75's, and their progress was 
retarded. On their right the fighting spread around Mareilly, Barcy and 
Chambry: on their left the 7th corps, extended towards Villers-Saint- 
Genest by the 61st reserve division that Gallieni had sent as a reinforcement, 
had gained a footing on the plateau of Htavigny; at Puisieux it joined 
the Lamaze group. 

At the request of Sir .lohn Freiuii. who feared for lii.s connection with the 
fith Army, tlie 8th division of the 4th corps engaged the Germans occupying 
the woocis of Meaux. south of the Marnc. 

At the end of the day the French still had liopes of outflanking the 
German right so long as the latter did not receive reinforcements. But 
the IVth German active corps, escaping in its turn from the British Army, 
recrossed the ^larne and reinforced the two corps already engaged. In its 
turn it was trying to outflank the 6th Army on the left. 

^'on Klilck, to mask the withdrawal of the find and IVth corps, deployed 
in front of the British army his three cavalry divisions, backed up by artil- 
lerv and infantry detachments. This rearguard fought stubbornly in order. 
if possible, to allow the three German corps of the Ourccj to crush the 
fith Army before the British advance should become a decisive factor in 
the retreat. 

fn the evening the British occupied the Maisoncelles — Coulommiers — 
Choisv-en-Brie hne. 
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THE EIGHTH DAY OF SEPTEmBER, i9i4 




On llie 7lh, llu' 7Ui clivisiiin arrived in Paris and liad lo he sent durinji llie 
iiiuhl 111 Maunoni'v's lell. 

To Uie .ureid aslonishnieiU iif llic Parisians all the laxi-eabs left their 
L;ara,!ies ami wenl lowanls the eastern suburbs of the city. 

The )iiiliee pulled u]) all those ah'eady hired and their |)assen^;ers, left 
stranded in the mad, cheered when they heard the reason. 

IliHi calls made Ihe jiinrne\ to Xanteuil twice during the ni.i^ht, wilh live 
men in e;ieh. •■ .\ civilian's idea ", as Gallieni called it. 'the rest of Ihe di- 
vision wenl by rail, the artillery followed by road. 

This 7th ilivisiDii look up a position between the hist division and the 
7lli coi-ps lint Ihe airi\-;d of Ihe IVth Ciernian active corps, I'eleascd from 
Ihe r.ritish Iro.il, inoi'c than nenlralized the elTecl of this reinforcement. 
()n Ihe whole front Ihe strugtile was fierce : 
in Ihe centre the 71h corps and the (i3rd re- 
serve division(especially the latter), fouKhtwith 
nnflinching hrmiiess around Acy : on llie rii-dit 
Ihe I, amaze group, wilh the -l.^th division from 
Africa, launched violent attacks against Ihe 
l'lrcpill\ \'ari'cddcs line. I ul wilh only par- 
tial success. 

Ill the afternoon of Ihe same da\" the I'.ri- 
lish .\rmy. driving hack tile ('.cniiaii rearguard 
alU'r lierce lighting al !.a Treloire and at 
SigiiN-Sigiiets. crossed the Pclit Moriii and 
reached the I'crle-sous-Jouarre, N'iels-Maisoiis 
fronl. The Mil division of tin- llh l-'reiich 
eor|is reached Ihe outskirts of Tril|iorl. 

.\ ('.eriiian oHicer wrote in his nolehook on 
Ihe Xlh : 

The Cnlniir-I Ci'ijclill Villi Klfirl: luis insprrlnl 
Ihr iiuliHisls. I iiuuihl sii/hl o/ him. Ilia riif:<. 
iisiiiillii sn liriijlil, iii-f iliitl. lie ivhii is iimrrallii 
.V.I iilni. .v;ico/,s /;i (lixciniitiiii'il Imifs. Jlr is 

llllillillilllli/ ili-jiii sscil. 




HIS rouicAi, 
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THE NINTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 1914 




N Till'. I \'l 



Oil this il;i>- the b;UUe of llie (Jurcri reached ils eliinax. 

Ijiiiler tlie pressure of the French rit>hL ami tlie tlireatening advance of 
the British, the Germans were oblif^ed to retire from tlie Etrepilly - \'ar- 
reddes hue; in the cent re (in the afternoon) the artillery evacuated tlie Tiocy 
plateau towards tire north. To facilitate this retreat, von KlUel: oidercd 
the IVth active corps debouehinc! from Belz to make a \i)leiit counter 
attack upon the I-'rench left, which bent beiieatli the shock. 

-Maunoury then called back the 8th division from its position soulh of the 
Marne, and Gallieni sent him the 62nd division as a reinforcement. Xe\ er- 
Iheless the situation remained critical and the left of the (ith Army was in 
threat danger of being turned and broken. The troops were in a terrible 
state of fatigue : orders were asked for an eventual retreat on I'aris. Ijut 
Maunoury would not admit this as a possibility and, faithful to 
the generalissimo's instructions, gave orders to " fJie rather than give 
way. " 

The night passed in great anxiety and ended with a most unexpected event. 
The next morning, the Frenclr saw that the Germans had abandoned their 
positions and were hurriedly retreating to the north-east. 

Von Kltick's decision was caused by the progress of the Rritish Army which 
crossed the Marne between Luzancy and Nogent-l'Artaud on the Dili, and 
ill the night crossed the river at l-'crte-sous-.Iouarie, as also by the intense 
risislance of Maunoury's army; he 
was in danger of being canglit, as 
it were, in ]jineers 

Victory thus resteil with the (ith 
Army. The German General's clev- 
er manccuvre had prevented the 
success of the enveloping move- 
ment planned by .JoIIrc and Gal- 
lieni, a movement wfiicii would 
have brought about a German rout ; 
but the obstinacy and s])irit of 
sacrihce of the (itli army had forced 
von KlUck to a hurried retreat, the 
ell'ect of which was felt by echelons 
along the whole front. I'aris and 
France were saved. 




HISTORICAL 



FROm THE lOTH TO THE 83TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 




On the 10th. Maunoury's splendid order of the day was read to the troops: 

During five whole days, without hill or interruption, the 6th Army has 
sustained battle against a powerlul adversary whose moral had hitherto been 
exalted by suceess Tlic fir/hl has been hard; the losses by gunfire and the 
exhaustion due to taek of sleep {and sometimes of food) have surpassed any- 
thing that could be imagined. You have borne all with a courage, a firmness 
and an endurance to which words are powerless to do justice. 

Comrades, the Commander- in-C hie I asked us, in the name 0/ our Country, 
to do more than our duty, gotir answer to his appeal has surpassed all that 
seemed possible. Thanks to you. Victory crowns our flag. Xoiv that you 
have known the glorious satislaction of her comang you will never lei her escape. 

As to myself, am/ good I may have clone has heen rewarded by the greatest 
lionour that has been given lo me during my long career, that of commanding 
men like you. 

From the 10th to the 13th of September, the British and the 6th Army 
followed close on the heels of the retreating German Army, until the latter 
took a stand upon positions prepared in advance. The above explanatory 
slvetcli shows the ground covered during these days of the Marne, which 
will remain among the greatest dates in the histor\ ol the world (1). 



(;1N. nmni 

1 MI. 




de \"1lj.-vrlt 
1-Ith division 




(1) For the dcliiilril acroiiiit of tlir luttle of tlio (jiirci, si'O ;irticlr by (ionoral Bounal 
in La lienais-^ance of ^L^pt. Itli I'.U.i. 
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The reader who has made hunselt acquainted with llie preceding pages 
will have acquired a clear and concise idea of the batlle of the Ourcq, 

We must not lose sight of the fact that these battles, however great 
their importance, only occupied a fraction of the enormous firing line which 
extended as far as Verdun and of which all the units were intcr-dependent. 

h'or the greater convenience of tourists, we have divided this immense 
battle of the Marne into three parts, and have described each one in a volume 
which will be used during the two day's motoring needed for the visit lo 
each section of the theatre of operations. 

The reader now holds the flrsl volume, in wliich lie has seen Ihc right of 
KUick's army forced to retreat under tlie combined efforts of Maunoury 
and French. 

The second volume. The Marshes of Saint-Gond, shows the recoil 
transmitted from end to end of Kluck's army front. The right of the 
adjoining army (Bulow's), became exposed; it could not resist Franchct 
d lispcrey's furious onslaughts and broke; its left, the flank of which 
tlius became vulnerable, then gave way and carried with it the adjoining 
army of Hansen. 

Bulow and ITauseLi therefore gave up the hope of crushing in the b^rench 
centre. Had they succeeded, at the initial stages of the battle, in breaking 
through at the place where Foch was in command, Gallieui's efforts on the 
iJurcci would have been rendered useless; but Foch's fierce energy fmally 
overcame the German assaults. 

In the third volume. The Pass of Rsvigny, we sec how the ebbing tide 
took one after another the armies of Albreeht von Wurtemberg and the 
Oown Prince, after all their elTorts had been shaltered against the stub- 
born resistance of Langle de Gary and Sarrail. 

Thus is sketched the picture of the battle of the Marne, won by these 
same soldiers who had just sulTered a reverse in the battle on the frontier, 
and crtected, " delirious with fatigue ", a retreat which is without prece- 
dent in history, reaching a depth of 2tHl kilometres in ten days. The in- 
domitable s])irit of file Generalissimo, his clear and judicious plans, carried 
nut by eminent army leaders in close collaboration, above all the super- 
human heroism of the troops, these are the factors in what has been 
called the Miracle of the Marne. 
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OUTLINE OI THE TOUR 



OUTLINE OF THE TOUR 



Tb.is ttmi". ot which a phtn is ,^i^■L■^ below, covers Llic urouiul on w liicli the 
fiite of Paris was decided in September lull. 

In tile course of the journey the traveller will live over again the anxious 
moment when the Germans, having arrived within gunshot of the capital, 
had to decide whether to continue their irresistible march on Paris or 
attempt first to put the allied army out of action; he will then reconstruct 
the tragic struggle which for five days confronled Gallieni, Maunoury 
and von Kliick. 

The country traversed has the varied scenery of the Ile-de-France : from 
the vast forests of Valois, the tourist will come to the fertile up-lauds of 
Brie, intersected by lovely valleys. He will become acquainted with Chan- 
tilly, the great Conde's town, afterwards ^farshal Jollre's Headquarters; 
Senlis, a jewel of ancient France, which narrowly escaped the fate of 
Louvain: IMeaux, with its cathedral, its old mills, and the ruins left by the 
war in the surrounding villages. 

This is the war pilgrimage which should be made by all Parisians and all 
tourist spassing through Paris who have a day or two to spare. 




lliiM rai-y .it' 
Allcniatn R 
lloiniiliiry li 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 



ITINERARY FOR MOTORISTS AND mOTORCVCLISTS 

(Sec map page Hi.) 

This lour is cnmprisrd in Ihc sciiiun Paris - Xnrd of the Mirhclin map 
Scald 2(ri.000 lli {sec scale oj kilonidrcs un Frcncli map). 

Tl;c circuit is al30ut 23S km. ami can be covered in two days : 

1st. day. — heaving Paris in tlic morning tlirougli tlie Porte de la Clia- 
pellc liy X. 1. we cross .Saint-Denis, then passing Pierrcfitte turn to the right 
liyX. 1(5 which leads straight to Chantilly (.31 km. from the gates of Paris) 
through Kcouen, Le Mesnil-Aubry and Luzarches. 

We visit the town {sec p. -22-36). Lunch either at Cliantilly (palatial 
hotel) or at Senlis (good hotel) H km. from Chantilly. Afternoon, visit 
Senlis (/). :i'J-67); dine and sleep at Senlis or Chantilly. 

Tourists who wish to sec the whole of llic Caslie and park of Chantilly must 
clioose a Thursday, Saturday or Sunday (see p. 31) and devote a part of the 
a/lernuon to this visit. 

2nd. day. — Leave Senlis or Chantilly in tlie morning and reach ilcaiix 
by the route given p. 0S-7."i. The distance from Senlis is G.) km. (by the 
direct route only 37 km.). Lunch at ;Meaux (good hotel). 

Afternoon — the tour of the Ourcc| as indicated on p. S4-11.S. This tour 
may be increased from .53 to 92 km., according to the time the traveller has 
at his disposal or the speed of his car. 

Dinner either at Meaux or in Paris, reaching Ihe latter by X. 3 (3S km.) 
passing through Clave, ViUeparisis and Bondy. 

Alternate routes. — Tourists who consider the second day's distance 
too great, as planned above, can leave Senlis in the afternoon and thus dine 
and sleep at Sleaux on the lirst day. They can visit Meaux in the morning 
of the second day, lunch there and make the tour of the Ourcq in the after- 
noon, returning for dinner to Meaux or to Paris. 

If one cannot dispose of two consecutive days, the visit to .Meaux and 
the tour of the Ourcq can be made in one day, going by X. 34 to Couilly, 
through Chelles and Lagny, then by X. 3(i to .Meaux and returning from 
Meaux to Paris by X. 3. via (jlaye, ViUeparisis and Bondy. Some other day 
(Thursday, Saturday or Sunday) one can see Senlis and Chantilly, going by 
X. 17, from Paris to Senlis \ia !,e Bourget, Louvres, La (Jhapellc-en-Serval, 
Pontarme. and returning by X. Ki from C.hantilly through Hcouen, Luzar- 
ches. Le .Mcsnil-Aubry, then by X. 1 through Pierrelitte and Saint-Denis. 

ROUTE FOR CYCLISTS 

Enthusiastic cyclists can make the tour indicated above, calculating the 
number of days according to their average mileage. They can also break 
their journey by first visiting Senlis and Chantilly. either cycling or going 
by rail (gare du Xord), choosing, if possible, a Thursday or a Sunday. 
Senlis can be seen in the morning. Chan' illy in Ihe afternoon and the return 
to Paris made by an evening train. On another day one can go to .Meaux 
in Ihe m irning (gare de IT-Xl), make the jjartial or the entire tour of the 
Ourcq, return to dinner at Meaux and reach Paris by an evening train. 

ImportQnl note. 

l-'or details concerning b.olels and ijarages see inside of coViT (front 
half) 



VISrr TO THE LOCALITIES 

ill which were enacted the prehiniiiarv scenes ol' the 

BATTLE OE THE OURCO 

JVoin the* 1 St tn tllC Jtll S(-'ptClllb(,T, Hjli 
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ClIANTILLY 





iPhntt, by Andre Schcldieri. 

GENERAL VIEW CF THE CASTLE 



CHANTILLY 

(Sec map oil preceding page.) 

SIGHTS WORTH SEEING 

Headquarters of General Joffre (/). 22-'j:>), the Castle, Conde Museum, 

Park (/). 24~:;(i). 

ORIGIN AND MAIN HISTORICAL FACTS 

ChaiUilly derives its name from tliaL of llic Gallo-Roman Caittilias. wlio 
was the first to establisli liimselt in the locality. The Castle (a fortress 
during the Middle Ages) passed to the family of .Montmorency in the xvth 
Century and in the xviith to that of Conde. These two illustrious families 
brought Chantilly to a height of sjdendour which made it a rival of the 
royal residences. 

In 1830 the due d'Aumale succeeded the last of the Condes and at his 
death (1897) bequeathed the domain, with the Conde Museum, which he had 
installed in the Castle ir,rc p. 21-36), to the " Institut de h'rance ", 

The town itself, built in the xviith Century, was for a long time 
dependent on the Castle. In our day it has become a big centre for horse 
training and racing. The great race meetings in May, July and September 
attract huge crowds. 

CHANTILLY IN 1914-1916 

The Germans, coming from Creil, entered Chantilly on tlie ,'ird of Sep- 
tember 1914 and occupied it for several days. The .Mayor was at once 
seized as hostage but did not suffer the same tragic fate as the Mayor of 
Senlis. The troops were billeted at the Castle (fiec j>. 28). 
' After the victory of the Alarne, Chantilly became the seat of General 
.Joffre's headquarters and remained so until the end of 191(5. 

ITINERARY RECOMMENDED FOR VISITING CHANTILLY 

Arrii'iruj hi/ Ihe Piiris rood, the [uurist inill iiasa iinihT llw railwai/ briil(/e, 
(hen 000 yds. luiihcrnn turn In Ihe rig hi and come out on lo the " Pelnuse" (Lawn). 
Turning round tlie Crand Conde Hotel on its left, be jollows the Boulevard 
d'Aumale as far as Ihe Maison de JotTre, slmwn in the photograph below. 
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.lolTrc lived hore uiilil he wiis made Marshal of hraiice. 

The hundreds ot oflieers and secretaries employed in Ihe tremendous 
work incumbent on the C.eneralissimo were Iodised in the Grand Conde hotel, 
near which the tourist lias just passed. In contrast with this buzzing hive, 
.IcdTre's lumse seemed the embodiment of silence and meditation. 

Only two orderly officers lived with the Generalissimo and his door was 
sliicHy forbidden to all unsummoncd visitors, whoever they misht be. 

On lea\ins his oirice .loffre had the daily relaxation of a walk in the 
fcjrest near by. It was thanks to tlie strict routine he subjected himself 
to that the Generalissimo was able to carry the crushing weight of his 
responsibility without faltering. ^\ e shall see, however, wdien comparing 
the ])eace time photograph given on p. 4 willi that of p. 22 that these 
years ol war have counted as double. 

During the tragic hours of the ;\Iarne the General f-lead(|uarters were 
lirsL at Har-sur-Aube and then at Romilly. The comniander-in-chiel's 
intense concentration of mind made him dumb and as though absent in the 
midst of his colleagues, who reccixed all his orders in writing. In a few 
tlays his hair and moustache became jierfcetly white. 

The Allies' grand councils of war were held in this house, which has 
counted among its guests all the great actors of Ihe war. 

The military functions were held on the l.awn. The above |)holograpli 
was taken during a review. 

Afler having seen Jof/re's Ivntse wr ih.ss Uif lew inllax iphirJi <,ri)uratc il 
from the rue d'Aumale and bear to the right, slartimj the Lawn; we turn to 
the lefl into the Avenue de Conde. then lu the right into the rue du Connetable. 
In front of the "Grandes Ecuries " (greal stables), which border the extreme 
end ol the road on the right, slands the equestiian statue of the due d'Au- 
male, by Geronie (1899). 

Leaving the Chureh we turn to the right, passing llirough llie Monurnenlal 
gateway, and go towards the C.fntle. On the lawn (still keeping to the right) 
we come to the principal fayade of the "Grande:; Ecuries", .Jean Aubert's 
chef-d'a'uvre. built between 1719 anfl 171U. '1 hey are seen on the light ol 
the abo\e photograph. 

On the 0|)posite side of tlie Lawn stands a Utile (Chapel, erected in 1.535, 
by Ihe High Constable Anne de .Montmorency, at the same time as six others 
dotted here and there about Chantilly, in memory of the seven churches 
of Home which he had visited in order to obtain the indulgences pertaining 
to this pilgrimage. He obtained the same grant fi'om the Fope lor the 
chapels of Chantilly. 

Of these only two now remain, that on the Lawn — Sainte-Croix, and 
another in the park — Saint-i'aul. 
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The aljo\e phoLiii^rapli ui\i.'s a \ic\\" oi 11 
Castle dates triuii the xvilli cenluiy: the b 
parary arcliUeel. Daumet, who erected it 
liiiL', demolished durint; tlie devolution, 
in the xviiith century is now occupied by 



U' wlioleof tlie Castle. The Little 

ii; Castle is llie work of a contem- 

on I he basement of the old dwel- 

Tlic Castle of Enghien, built 

the guardians entrusted with its 



preservation. The water suiroundini^ the Castle teems with centenarian 
carp, tine can !.!el bread from the concieriie and. on throwing a few crumbs 
into the moal, wliicli passes beneath the entrance bridge, watch the onrush 
ot the huge lisli, as shown in tlie photograph below". 

In the pages which follow we give a short historical account of the Castle, 
referrin.g the tourist for further details to the extremely interesting work 
of the Curatoi'. .Mr. Gustavo Macon : Chanlillii and the Condc Museiini. 
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SHORT HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE CASTLE 

la Llie lloniaii c|)ucli CliaiiUlly was Uiu ilwclliii!^ place uf CaiUilius. In 
the Middle Ages it liecame a lorlress Ijclongin" Lo tlie " liJouLciller " (cup- 
bearcrsX so named lieeause of llieir licredilary I'unctioiis at the court of tlie 
Capets. (Tlie " Ijouteiller de France ", originally in cliarge of the king's 
cellars, became one of the greatest counsellors of the Crown). 

The castle then hecame the properly of the d'Orgemonts who rebuilt it in 
the xivth century. In the xvtii century it iiasscd to the Montmorency 
family. Towards 1528 the High Constable .\nne dc Montmorency had it 
transformed by I'ierre Chambiges. Chanibiges' work no longer exists in 
Chantilly but the tourist will be able to judge of his talent when he sees the 
beautiful fafadcs of the transept of the cathedral of Scnlis (p. ."ill). The 
little castle was built thirty years later by .lean Bullant. From that time 
Chantilly has been famous, l-'rancis I often stayed there. Charles V declared 
that he would give one of his !.o\v Country provinces for such a residence. 
Henry IV asked his " compile ", the High Constable Henri, to exchange it 
for any one of his royal castles. .Montmorency, much embarrassed, exlrica- 
led himself from this awkward situation by answering " Sire, tlie house is 
yours, only let me be Hie lodge-keeper ". 

Ileiii'i It of .Montmorency, drawn into a revolt against Hichelieu, died fin 
llie scalTold in l(i.'!2. His property was conliscaled and Louis XIII, attracted 
by the hunting at Cliaiitill\-, kept the place for his personal use. 

It was there that he drew up with his own hand the " communique " lo the 
])ress, concerning the taking of Corbie (163G) : " The king received neirs, iil t 
ii'cliici; this morning, of llic surrender of Corbie. He inimcdialclg inent lo 
cliiinlt to give thanl<s lo God. lliri} ordered oil lo l)e readg bg 2 o'eloek lo sing 
till' Te Dcum, the rjueen and evergone else lo be preseid. and ordered des- 
jinlehes lo be sent eommctnding Ihonksgiping services in all llic cltarchcs of tills 
kingdom. " 

In l(iI3, the queen, Anne of . Austria, wisliing tomake some reco,gnition for 
the splendid victories won by the due d'Enghien (the future " Grand Conde ") 
gave Chantilly back to his mother, Charlotte de jMontmorency. The latter, 
married at fifteen, had dcen obliged to leave I'rance with her young husband 
in 11)00. to escajie from the allenlions of Henri IV, still gallant dcsjiite his 
lilly-siN; years. 

.V gay life began again in Cliantilly, inlerrii|)led in llir)0 Ijy llie revoU of 
Conde, his exile and the confiscation of the domain, which then returned to 
Louis XIV until the Treaty of the I'yrenecs (Ili.oO). The prince then came 
into his own again, but for long kept alo::f from public alTairs and de\oted 
himself to the embellishment of Chantilly with the same ardour and mas'.ery 
that he formerly ga\e to military operalions. 
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In li]02, the transformalidii of tlic park ;ind forest was placed in the 
liands (if the lireat arehiteel, I.e Ni'ilre. Th.e work continued until lU.Sl. 
'I lie rcsuU was a niasUipiece. of whii h a .ureal |iart is slill in existence, hut 
of wliicii liie Inu-l fealurcs i parlieularl\- llie (Ireat Cascades wliicli for- 
nicriy spread over llu- |>r':seiU silc nf the l(iwn). disappeared durins; the 
lievolution. Below, we pve a view of these '■ jeux d'eau ", (fountains) 
which were considered unc of the wonders of the day. 

In 11171, Louis XIN' s]Hiit three days at Chantilly, witli all his court. Mar- 
\cllous feslixiUes were held nn Ihis occasion, Ihes^liests of the castle alone 
Idled sixty lari;e tables: all the adjoining villages were full of ofTicers and 
ci>urliers, hoarded and lodge<l at the prince's expense. In one of her letters, 
M ""^ de Se\igiie tells of the tragic death of the su])erinlendcnt, Vatel, who 
had llie rt sponsihility of this vast organisation Desperate at the thought 
Ihat lish would be lacking at the king's table, he went up to his room, leant 
his sword against the wall and transfixed himself upon it. 

All the great men of the xviith century visited Chanlilly. Hossuel, the 
hilhnate friend of the great Conde, presented to him Fcnelon and l.a 
lliuyere, who became Udor to the I'riuce of Conde's grandson, .Moliere 
and his company lame lo play. (C.ondc was his patron, liy whose inter- 
\enlion Ihe pioducli.in oS 'J'nrlu/r was allowed.) IJoileau, Racine and La 
I'ontaine were habitual .guests. 

The de\"elopmcnt of Chanlilly continued muler (^mule's successors. The 
castle was modified by .Mansart, 'Ihe due dc Bourbon caused the •■Grandes 
ICcuries" to be t)uilt hy ,!can Aubert, lie established the manufacture of 
|iiircelain there, (this disap])eared in ll^Tli), the renuiining pieces of which 
ale grcatis' sought after in our day. 

In 17'.22 Louis XV stayed at Chantiiiy on his way back from his coronation 
at Reims, The festivities lasted f(mr days: (iu.dl.io bottles of wine and 
.i,"i. 1)1111 lbs of meat were consumed. 

It was Prince Louis-.Joseph who saw the Revolution. He had spent enor- 
mous sums in en) hell ishing Chant illy, besides the 2.5 million francs which it cost 
him lo b\nld the Palais-Bouibon in Paris, the present seat of the Chamber 
of Deputies, lie erected the castle of Enghien, named after his grandson, 
the due d'l-jighieu, who was the first to inhabit it, (Early marriages were 
usual in these great families : at the birth of the due d'Enchien his father 
was sixteen years old and his grandfather thirty-six.) The due d'laighien 
died in IMol, shot in the moat of Vincennes. 

The laiglish garden and the Hamlet are due Louis-. loseph. 
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CIIAN'TIIJ.Y 



Iji 17X0, aflci- the iiriiice ot Coiide had lioiic iiiln exile, Die Parisians came 
and removed llie eannoii from the castle (see reproduction ot engraving 
below, in wliicli the castle appears as altered by .Mansart). Thirty guns 
tal'ten from the enemy during the Seven Years'War, which were never used 
except for tiring salutes during fetes, were brought in triumph to the Hotel 
de Ville in Paris, whence I. a Payelle had them sent to the Arsenal, 

The great cascades, the Menagerie, the ( iran.L;ery and the Theatre disappeared 
during the re^■olutionary era. 

Of the great castle nothing remained but the basement. The town grew 
and encroached on the ])ark. 

In 181-1, the prince de Ouide returned to t'.hantiUy and commenced the 
restoration of the domain, a work continued by Ins son. This latter came to 
a tragic end in 183(1: he was found hanging from the fastening of a window 
in his castle of Saint-I eu. With him died the great family of Conde. 

In his will he bequeathed Chantilly to one of his great-nephews ; Henri of 
Orleans, duke of Aumale, lifth son of King Louis-Philippe, After distinguish- 
ing himself in the Algerian camisaigu, where he carried off the .Smalah of 
Abd-el-Kader ill 18 13, the due dWumale was exiled in 1818. He established 
himself at (>] leans House, at Twickenham, near London, where he remained 
initil 1871, 11 was duriiu- thai time that he began the splendid collections 
which later went to enrich the Conde Museum, On his return to France he 
presided at the tribunal entrusted with the trial of Marshal Bazaiiie, 

In order to house his collections, the due d'Aumalc had the big castle 
rebuilt on plans made by the architect Daumel, from 1875 to 1882, 

He died in 1897, bequeathing to the ■• Inslilut de France"' the domain of 
(;hantilly and the C.ciiide Museum, of which he was the fonniler. 

The Castle in 1914 

About 'Mi) Germans stayed al the castle for 24 hours. These reserve 
troops had not yet fought and did not take part in the battle. They commit- 
ted no excesses during their short stay. The great moral hrinness shown by 
the curators. Messrs. lilie Berger and ;\lacon had great influence on the 
conduct of the German soldiers. The troops were lodged in the big castle. 
The ollicers established themsehes in the various suites of the small castle. 
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II, (illlMANS 




The curators had sent the Hcnis of Ihu collection to Paris and sheltered as 
many of the works of art as possible in the basenicnl. This proceeding 
caused some ill humour on the part ot the German ofTicer in command. As 
seen in the above photograph, straw W'as spread in the rooms of the JMuseum, 
on which the Germans slept. At the end of the room Chapu's touching 
Jeanne d'Arc overlooks the scene o£ desolation. The Germans were much 
impressed by the copy of the due d'Aumale's tomb in the Museum, where 
he is represented in the uniform of a divisional general. Many gave the 
military salute when crossing the room. However, this did not prevent the 
commandant from warning the curators that if the troops were fired on, 
the castle woidd be burnt and they themselves shot. 
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Sylvje's House 

// the Inurisl makes lliis jnurni-ii an a iltii/ ivlien tin' casllc is rlosfd. nr ('/ he 
has mil lime In vi'iil il. h- irill al leasl be able In r/lanee at the charming 
cnrner uj the ikuIc where slaihls Sjilvic's Ilmise. lie need onlij take the palli of 
Ai'illii {it is the mad irhieli is an llie right o/ Wit' main cntraiue) and skirt the 
park raili:igs. A/ter /ire minutes' ivall; In- null rcacli tlie place from where the 
view below is taken. He will return to the gates by the same road. 

Tliis litUc sliooting lodije, at lirst called the '• Park House ". was built 
in liiii4 liy the High Constalile Henri de >hintmoreiu'y for King Henri l\'. 

Sylvie is tlie poetical name uivcii by Tlieophile de Yiau to his patroness 
Marie Felicic Orsini, who in liirj. at the age of fourteen, married Henri H 
of .Moutniorcncy, aged '■ixtceii. Tlie poet. Theophilc de Man. persecuted 
in lii'J.') for the licentious publication of the ]-\'irnasse Saliri'^ue. wds gis'en 
shelter at Chantilly and lodged in the I'ark House. 

Condemned to be burnt alive, he was only executed iii edlgy, through the 
intervention of the iNlontniorencys. 

In liis Odi-s to tile House of .Si/lrie. be extolled the sjracc and goodness of 
the vouns duchess ; 



Ml- qur !,■> , 



The wish expressed by the poet in these lines was ful filled and the name 
of Sylvie became attached to the house and park surrounding it. The great 
Conde rebuilt the house as it is to-day. (The rotunda seen in the photo- 
graph below was added by the due d'Aunuilc.) 

In the xviiith century Sylvie's House was the scene of the romance of 
Mile lie Clermont and Louis de -Melun. The head of the house of Montmo- 
rency objected to the marriage of his sister, Mile de Clermont, with this noble- 
man, whose rank he considered insufTicient. The young girl disregarded this 
and made a secret marriage, soon ended by the tragic death of Louis de 
Meinn, who was killed by a stag at bay in the course of a Ijattue in Sylvie's 
])ark. These various episodes in the history of Sylvie's House are recalled 
in the paintings of Luc-()li\ier Merson. installed by the due d'.\umale when 
he turned the old house into a .Museum. 
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Viort to the Cao'l^ 

The Castle, Sylvik's House, Ihe Jeu di-: Pau.mi: uikI tin- •Chiamjes-I'^cu- 
mr-.s" arc open to Ihe pnblie from the 15lh of April to Ihr 14lh «/ Oetaber : 

1. On Siimlaiis, Tlinrsdafis and leyal Iwlidaijs, jrom 1 In J /). m. jiee ; 

2. (Jn Saturdaiis, Hie same hniirf:, one franc eliari/rd /nr eneli I'isilnr. 
Tlie Park is open Id tin- public all lite i/car nnuid mi I'liursdaiis. Siindaiis 

and h'jiidaijs, jrom 1 to li p. m.. Imin the lilh nj April la Ihe 14lli Uetober. and 
nil 4 p. m. for the rcsl of ttic ijcar. 

The Coiide Museum is cxtrcLuely iiiUTcsUiiK'- 




3 Gallery of the Stags. 

4 Picture Gallery. 

.J KotiiiMla of till- MiisciU) 

Srulis To\\fT}. 
i; Vc-sliliulf of till' Musonni. 
7 Gallery of the house. 

» Siiian llallirvof tlM' liou-i 
tl "\'i>>lilmli> of lioiiM-. 

Ill -i-Ij.' Siniilali. 

II •Jill- M iiuTva To« r 



li Tho Antiquity Uo 



17 Clouet room. 

18 Psyche's Gallery. 

19 Santuaro. 

20 Treasure Tovi/er. 



:.'! 'I'll.' •J-riliiiii.- 






A Slatiir of llii 


lli-li 


Co 


2L' -I'Im' alitiToniii. 






stalilo. 






■J-.i Ciiai-iln.oii,. 






1; laitlani-r [11 


rl. ulli- 




24 La Chambre. 






(■ I'oiitl m!' Iioij 


Hir. 




L'.'i 'ITi.' -trat -tililv 






II (■ -1 of llii- 


illlr !■ 


,11 


26 The Wlonkey parlour. 


I-; riinMT -at 


Irll III 


I 


27 The Prince's 


ga 


lery. 


Aviaty. 







32 



CIIANTIl.I.Y 



We adi'is'' loiiriils In nbtain Ihr f/iiidc book sold at Ihe entrance, whieh ijipes 
all meiul infornialion /or the deleiils of the visit. The plan on p. 31 makes 
it easij to find one's wcuj about the Museum. Bi/ jidlowinfi the numbering in 
tliis plan the oarious rooms luitl be seen in the order in ivhieh theij are marked 
in the guide boo]:. 

The several photoLSraphs which follow can i;ive but a faint idea of the 
richness and interest of the collections made by the due d'Aumale. 

The following view shows the gallery of the Stags, formerly the dining 
room. 




Tlic next picture represents the maiiiiilicent carved and inlaid chest 
(tlie work of Riesener, the great cabinet-maker), which stands in room 24 on 

plan p. .■?!. 
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The due d'Aumalc galhcrcd Lhc gems ot his collection togctlicr in the 
room that he named the "Santuario" (N" 19 un i>lan p. 31). 

Tliey are : The Virgin by liaphacl, described as "of the House (jt 
Orleans", liaving belonged to that family for a very long time. This little 
l)ancl, painted about the year 150(), was bought lor 100.000 francs in lX(i!). 
It is reproduced below. 

The Three Graces, another small jjanel painted by Unj>lmvl at alHJiit 
the same time as Tire Virgin, boiigiit for 62.5.000 francs in ISHf). 

lisTHER AM) Ahasui;rus, panel of a marriage chest, executed \<\ I'ilip- 
pinri I.ippi, bought for 85.000 francs in lSi)2. 

Forty AtiNiATURi;s by Jehan Fouqucl, taken from the Hook i>l Ilniiis, 
by Kstienne Chevalier. This leading work of the Frcneli school of the 
xvth century was acquired for the sum of 250.000 francs in IHOl. 

We must also mention th? collection of portraits painted f>r drawn in the 
.xvth and xvith centuries, divided between the Gallery of the 1 hnise 
(7 on plan), the Clouet room (17 on plan) and the Gallery ot f'syche (18 on 
plan). In the Gallery of I^syche, the visitor will notice, besides tlie pic- 
tures, the forty-four xvilh century windows, representing the legend of 
Cupid and Psyche. There is also a cast of the head of Henri IV. 

Lovers of jewels should visit the treasure tower (20 on plan). In the Mon- 
key Parlour (26 on jjlun) will be seen the screen painted by llnet, rejire- 
senting the Monkeys' reading lesson, and on the panels a charming xviiitli 
century decoration, attributed to the same painter. 

In the Prince's Gallery (27 on p/o/i) the great Conde had a series of 
pictures painted representing llie battles he had fonglrt. 

In the trophy containing liis sword and pistols there is also a flag taken 
in the battle of 
l\ocroi in 1643. 
It is the oldest 
standard captured 
from the enemy 
that exists in 
I-'rance. 

In the middle of 
the gallery stands 
the Table of the 
Vine-stock, carved 
out of one piece 
taken from an 
enormous vine, for 
the Connetablc dc 
Montinoreney. 

In the modern 
chapel (31 on plan). 
the due d'Aumale 
|)laced a beautiful 
altar, carved by 
.Jean Goujon, also 
some xvith cen- 
tury wainscoting 
and stained glass 
windows taken 
from the Chapel 
of the Castle of 
ICcouen. 

In the apse 
s'ands the funeral 
urn which holds 
the hearts of the 
|1 r i n c c s of I h e 
1 louse of Conde. 
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CHANTILLY 



Visit to the Park 

This lakes Irani three quarters af an hour to an liour and a (/uarter. 




On coniinii out r.j tir Museum, ii'i' eross tlie Terrassc itu C(}nnetable. in tlic 
middle of which sUiiids llic equestrian statue of Anne de Montniorcnev, 
hy Paul Dubois (I88I1). Leaping the Chateau d'Enghien on the right we enter 
the Covered Wui/ hi/ the arenue ivhieh passes before the little r/jo/x'/ 0/ Saint- 
J'aul. Saint-Paul and Sainte-C.roix arc all that remain of the seven chapels 
erected hy Annede MoiitiuorcTicy {see p. I'S). A little further on, on the left, 
we come to the ("ahoUere, a buildiuH daliiii; from tlie time of Louis XIII, 
It derives its name from that of the barrister Caboud, an enthusiastic anui- 
teur horticulturist, who made a magnilicent flower garden in the park for 
the great (">onde. 
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The avenue ends al Sylvic's House (.srr p. 30). In the interior can be 
seen paintings, tapestries, pieces of furniture and heautiful panellinf» of the 
xvnth century, whicli liave been placed in tlie rotunda. l'"roin Sylvie's 
I louse there is a lovely view of the pond and the park (srr p. -10). 

f.erniinfi Sijlvic's House on the rifild ine walk about 150 i/its. down llie jxilb 
which skirls it, then turn hi the tcjl and follow lly path whieh leads straight to 
the IlAMi.iiT (i<iew on p. :il). 

The ilandel, which recalls thai (if the I'etit 'I'iianon al Versailles, dates 
from 177^1. At Ihis |)eriod, UTider the influence of J. -J. Housseau's worl<s, 
nature and counlry life liecarne the fashion and it was the correct tinnj,' 
for priiices to |)lay at peasants in niinialnre villa;-ies. 

An author of the xviiilh cenlury thus describes the Hamlet of Ohanlilly ; 
" Sevcii detached houses, |)laced without order, with tliatched roofs, stand 
in the ndddlc of a lawn that is always Hreen. Mere is an ancient elm, there 
a well: further on a fence encloses a f.;arden planted witli vegetables and 
fruit-lrees; a mill, ils wheel turned by the brook; in front a stable, a 
dairy: one liijuse is usc<l as the kitchen, another is the dinirif^-ronm, so 
decorated as to resemble a hunting lodye : one fancies one's self in the 
middle of ;i thick wood, tl e seats innlale tree-lriinks, '4rcen cm dies and 
cluslcrs of flowers rise from the yronnd: a tew (jpenin^^s made between the 
liranclics (jf the trees admit the liHht. A third cottaf^e serves as billiard- 
r<ioni. a tourlh is a lilirar\. Tlic barn makes a lar^e and s|]|endid drawing- 
room. 

Frcnn Ihe time when the Handel came into l)einf.;. there was Ticvcr a biL! 
fete at Ohantilly wilhoul a su|)per in tills pretty corner of the [lark. fnnu- 
merablc " pols de feu " illumlTUdcd tlie tliickels; on the canal the t^ucsts 
ilrifted in t^ondcjlas to strains of dreamy music: fancy-dress fetes were held, 
and the sin^'in^ and dancirii,' continued until dawn. 

'I'he Ilandel is now ;4really fallen intcj dcca>', ncvcrlludess it is worth a 
\ isil. 

Itrlrarinii iiiir steps iiir hear to the Irjt and, hai'ing crossed the first bridge, 
fidlow II pictlij potti wliicli brings us into tlie flower f^arden of I.e Notre, where 
wc !.;et a ;;ood \iew id' Ihe casllc isce below), line van get straight back to 
till' cntinnce gates bg the staircase shoien in tlie idcio. It is called the (jRAND 
lii;oEiK (f^reat stair). It was buill in 1(iS2 by Ihe architect Gitard. The 
^;roiips which adinai tlic liase of I lie 'I'errasse dn Ccjnnetaiile, on eacli side 
(if the slairs, were drawn by l,c NiHic and carved by Ilardy. 

Tills walk, feont the lime of leaning Ihe .Museum until the rcliirn to the 
entrance gales, lakes about three gaartrrs of an hour. 
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CllANTILLV TO SENLIS 



7/ one ivhiifs In visit !Ik English garden and the Jeu de Paume, which 
will lake aboal 4U miniilcs longer, one must wall< pasi the north front of the 
Castle and follow the walk which opens in the middle of the thickets. 

The Eni^lish garden was laid out in 1817 to 1S19 by tlie architect Victor 
Dubois, according to the orders of tlie last of the Condes, just returned 
from exile. The site occupied by this garden, like the ground on which 
stands the town of Chantilly, liclonged to the ancient parl<, devastated 
during the Revolution. 

We pass near the Temple of Venes, which shelters a Venus Callipyge 
of tlic xviith century, near the Island of Love, \Yhicli dates from 1765 and 
on wliich arc statues of Aphrodite and Eros. In the xviiith century 
tlic Island of Love contained a luxurious pavilion, in which nocturnal 
fetes were held, the canals and park being illuminated. The pavilion disap- 
peared at the time of the Revolution. 

The ancient Cascades oI' Beauvais Ihal one sees before arriving at the 
•Icn de I'aume are remnants of the old park. They were the work of Le 
Xiitre. 

The .Jeu de Paume, conslrucled in 1757. is transformed into a museum. 
It contains various curiosities, notably Abd-el-Kadcr's tent, which was 
carried awa\" wlien the Smalah was captured bv the due d'Aumale, in 
1S13. 

After -J p. m. one can. leave tlie park by Ihc gale nc.ii to the Jeu de Paume. 
line eon:cs out in front of tlie "Grandes I-'curies" of the castle and can go 
in ami l'.,,k round them. (I-'nter at the side thai faces Ihc Lawn). 



FROM CHANTILLY TO SENLIS (9 km) 

Ilclurning through Ihc monumental gatewai/. we cross the rue du Conne'table 
and go straight on. skirting tlie C.astle jiark on the righl. We cross the Saint- 
Jean caned, then the great eeuud. then turn to llie rigid, into the high street of 
^'ineuil. On the riglit one soon has a lieauliful vista of the Castle and Park 
(^"iew below ). 

11V now go througli Saint-Firmiii. The church, on tlie left, contains in 
its choir Renaissance windows which are classed as historical monumsnts. 

From Saint'Firmin to Senlis the road is casg. H'c enter Scnlis by the 
C.reil gale {see ])lan inserted between p. .jS-.'jg). Turn to the left bg the 
Avenue Vernois and the line of boulei'cirds to reach the station, where starts 
the ilincrarg described further on. in Scnlis. 



THE ( A^T1 I- ^ 
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SEN LIS 
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GENERAL VIEW OF SENLIS 



SENLIS 



ITS ORIGIN AND CHIEF HISTORICAL EVENTS 

Seiilis is uf Gallic origin: it was tlie capital of the Sijtuanectes. The 
Romans surrounded it with fortitioations, a threat jjart of which still exist 
I see p. 64). 

The first kings of Frame, altracled by the Inuding in the surrounding 
country, frequently stayed at SenHs. 

It was in Senlis castle (see [,. «;) that Ungues Caiiet was elected king by 
the assembly of lords in 9S7. 

'fhe Capetians often returned In the birth-place of their dynasty and it 
is to them that the town owes its chief buildings. 

Taken by the peasants in the war of the Jaec|uerie in 1358, besieged by 
the Armagnacs in 1418, it fell into the hands of the English and was de- 
livered by Joan of Arc in 1 \2'.i: Senlis knew great vicissitudes in the xivth 
and xvth centuries. 

After Henri IV, who interested himself greatly in Senlis and lived in its 
old castle, the kings of France gradually forsook the town in favour of 
Compiegne, Fontainebleau and Versailles. 

Occupied in 1871 by the Germans, it reappears in History in September 
I'.tll. The battles around Senlis have been shown in p. 6-7. The burn- 
ing of the town and the summary executions which took place there will 
be recalled in the course of the \i^it (/). iO-Oi). 




WHAT SHOULD BE SEEN 



Do not miss : The Ruins of the war (p. 40-S4), the Cathedral p. (50-61). 

Of great interest ; The Casti.e (p. 63-65), Saint-Fbambourg (p. 62), 
Saint-Piebre (p. 152), the Ramparts (p. 5:i), the Arena (p. 67), Saint- 
Vincent. 
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ITINERARY RECOIVIIVIENDED FOR THE VISIT TO SENLIS 

(Si>c map 'iiilercahiU'd bcLwcuii p. 38-39) 
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about 3 o'clock ill Uio afternoon. 



At the Station 
one gets one's first 
Yiew of the havoc 
clone to the town 
by the events of 
Sep t ember 1914. 
It was set on fire 
on tlie 3rd. 

Follow Ihe slaiion 
road (Vavenue dc la 
gare), which leads 
to tlie Compiegne 
gale. 

This is the road 
by which the Ger- 
mans entered Sen- 
lis. on the 2nd of 
September, at 





^^'hilst one part 
of the advance 
guard made the 
tour of the town, 
following the 
boulevards and the 
ramparts which 
encircle it, other 
groups descended 
directly south by 
t li c t w m a i n 
streets which 
cross Scniis, thus 
making sure of a 
thorough explora- 
tion. 



sr;xLis 
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The entrance to llie rue de ea Repuiu.ique sulTered :i ureat deal, as 
is shown by the two phnloLiraplis, taken before and atlcr llie fire of Sep- 
tember 2nd. 

On the left, the loll-lnmse is eonipletely burnt down; in tlie centre, the 
liotel du Nord and 
the restaurant Jin- 
causse are in ruins. 

The Ijuilding on 
tlie right is tire Gen- 
darmerie. 

Tlie German ju'i- 
soners wlio appear 
in tlie picture op- 
posite are leaning 
against the wall of 
tliese barracks. 

Til e y were the 
few soldiers who 
remained in Senlis 
after tfie victory of 
the Ourccp They 
were captured by Zouaves scat from Paris by motor-car. 

Only a few years ago the rue de la Republique was called the rue Neuve- 
de-Paris, although it dated from 17.5.3. ft was made in order to spare the 
Court of Louis XVth the circuitous way and steep ascent ot the old road, 
which followed the rue Vieille-de-Paris and the rue du Chatel. 
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I )rsrffl(lilltj Ihr 

I lie <li: la lir'publifjijr- 
ii'e low Id lltf rur: 
linlUin, inhirh rros^- 
i'\ if. W'l' liini to 
Ihr rii/hl. Ill IliK plan- 
■shninn nn Ihr nfijio- 
silr f^h'iloijrfjfjhand 

II \riii hIi'Jih furlher 
on rriirh llir: Cai!- 
i: (. I o i; ji II I, I. ,\ 
Ijcoi^M.. 'I his is 

i>lll- III I III- JIKISI 

fli-v;jshilfil [ilijces 
of ! h(; UiWf. 'I'tr.i- 
lirst view was ty|<en 
ilurin;,' the Cicrmun 
'ifciifation, : Ger- 





man cydisl tjfinii 
snapsholi.eii vvhiile 
r i (1 i n K . 'I h e 
other \iews show 
Ujo stale of the 
ruins ill I'll I anil 
1 1ll- firesf-nt roiifli- 
lion. 

\Vr irlillri h, Ihr 
Illr ilr In Hrjitibli- 

<jiir. A feu vaf'ls 
flown, on the ri<,'ht, 
\:<- see the charred 
liouse, the fiable- 
end of whieh ap- 
fiears in the view on 
Ihr Ihllowinrj pfif/e. 
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1\'(' ni-xl ii'dih 11, (' li'iJcl (,j Ihc 
Ilulcl till liraiiil Ccij, o/ mhiili the 
■lii/nbotinl is si'rn on [hi' viiiu bi'loin. 
'I'lic f;crriiuii I leudqiuirkTs SlulV 
sUiyeil llicic. :iiiil lliiil is mj doubl 
the rc:is(jii Icji- ils rciiuiiiiiii'j, inlui-t. 
■|'^ (■ \l;i.\cjr or Scniis, M. (idiMit, 
\v:is liikcii llicri- on llir ■Jiiil ol 
Se|j|iMiilMT :irici- liis ;irrcsl ul. Ilic 
'lowii - hull , jusi hcfijic liriiiL' 
l:iki-ii lo Chiiiiuiiil l(j he shot. 
'Ihi' |]i<i|)iielor ol' llir hold huviii^; 
1:11 Ihc lowii, Ihc OeniiLiii olticors 
coiiiiii:iiiilccrc(l ;i icslaurunl keeper 
;iiiil in;iiIc hini |)rc|i;irc :i iiic;il lor 
MiirU |ico|,|c, wilh ■■ ices ;inil 

cll;illl|l;i;.;nc ". 





'r ll e h uses 
uliieh l;ice the lio- 
lel, :iiiil whieh were 
slill huiniiiK when 
till.' ;ilnt\c photo- 
ciMph \\:is l;ikeii. 
iiw Ihcjseol'Llieloeiil 
.lusliee of Uie I'eiiee 
;inil i'liblie Notary. 

l.ooUitiH lliroiiHli 
the eulrancc H^ites 
of llie latler resi - 
(lenec, one fjoiioids 
Ihc scone of deso- 
lation re])rodueefl 
in tlieopposilepiet- 
ure. 
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already pcinted out. js \vu 
systemalically. 

Tlie sokliers lo whom this work was assi 



ijn Ihc hit of Ihe 
rue dc la Republiijnc 
we come to a build- 
his,' which served 
as tlie sub-prefect's 
ofTicc and Coukt 
OF Justice. This 
l:uilding. formerly 
a hospital, dates 
from the beginnhig 
of the xvinth cen- 
tury. 

The work of the 
incei'-diaries is seen 
by comparing the 
opposite view with 
that given below. 

All the ruins 
as tliose thai will be seen further on, were made 

led arrived in columns; at the 



1 .\ RM'l l!i.ini"l 

,.-;.-nt. v.n-i 




sound of an officer's whistle a certain number of men left the ranks and 
smashed in the doors of the houses and the shop-fronts; then came others 
who started tl.e fires with grenades and fuses ; lastly the patrols who 

followed fired in- 
c en diary projec- 
tiles into those 
buildings which 
did not take fire 
cpiickly enough. 

The above view 
was taken during 
the German occu- 
pation. It shows 
the I^ed Cross stafT 
conveying the 
wounded from the 
overflowing hos- 
pital to the College 
of Saint-^■incent 
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After crossing the 
Nanette one arrives 
at the junction nj 
the lue de la Tiepu- 
bliquc and the rue 
Vieille-de-Paris. 

At the c n r n e r 
stands the inn '-le 
Debit Simon", o/ 
which a view is gi- 
ven below. Simon 
was withouL doubl 
Ihe lii'st viclim of 
the Germnii occu- 
palion. 

In the middle of 
t li e afternoon a 
C; e r in a 11 patrol, 
who had just been 




drinliini, it flu 



i^uavd, wlio was seated at Simon's 



niM. was shot d bj 
few moments Ijefoi'e. 



a Fieiieli lear- 




The Germans immediately seized llie inid;ee|)er, aecused him of havint; 
fired and shot him point-blank. 

Other pretended reprisals were made, eausiiiL! tlic death of twenty unof- 
fending civilians, of which the reader will learn tlie details further on. 

The view below shows Ihe coiiier of the place Saint-Marlin where 
stands the Cafe 
Simon. Two Ger- 
man cyclists are 
seen in the photo- 
graph, which was 
taken Oii the 4th 
of Seiitember 1914. 
It will be noticed 
that the one on the 
left has a lady's 
bicycle, which cer- 
tainly did not come 
out of the Arm y 
stores ! 
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I'f'llniriiiii the riif I 
])ass a pretty estate i 



\\\ Hill HI. 



laved 
station 



n the 1- 

ed oulsi 



luboui 
(le the 



III l'aiib"iir;i SI. Martin iln'irn iil"'ivc. the tourist will 
\ie« below), the iikl quarters of the Gardes du Corps, 

which was com- 
oletely burnt and 
the ruins of whicli 
jiroduce a startlhiL; 
elTect. 

In front are the 
Headquarters of 
the Cavalry, partly 
burnt. Still fur- 
ther Oil. at the exit 
of the town, is the 
HosriT \i.. 

It w;;s there that 
the battle raged 
most liereely. 

The German ad- 
van ee-guards.beat- 
i n 1,' back the 
French soldiers de- 
ire of the machine £;uns 




•A St 
towi 



Martin, were met l.)>" the 
1. alonu the road. 
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M A F1 K S ( 1 1. 

r;i.RMAN 

HI J.I.I/I S IN 1 Hh 



The Germans |)eiieU;ited into the hospital and tlie neifjhbourini^ gardens, 
trying to outflanl-; tlie l'"rencli defences whicli they thouslit were |)]aced on 
llie road, but a deadly fire from tlie transverse trenches made them fall 
back. Furious at this, they seized the passers by and made them walk in 
the middle of the road, they themsehes keepin" close to the walls. 

Among the hostages were a M"" Dauchy and her young daughter. The 
latter was shot in the leg. Georges Levmarie was killed; one of his compa- 
nions, L.evasseur, while carrying the body along the jjavement beside the 
hospital wall, suflered the same fate. Two other hostages, Audibert and 
.Minouflet, the latter wounded, had also reached the pavement of the hospi- 
tal. .\ German otricer discharged a revolver at Audibert and left him for 
dead; he ordered .Minouflet to show his wounds and, finding them insuffi- 
cient, put a bidlet through his shoulder. Three other peo])le fell. The 
shrieks of the victims reached the French, who ceased fire. The surviving 
hostages then slipped past the trees along the road, under German fire, up 
to the French lines. The Germans took advantage of this to make a fresh 
attack, but were repulsed. 

The hospital, situated as it was in the jnidst of the lighting, was noL 
spared. A German ofTicer, wounded by one of the first shots, entered the 
hospital and meeting an old pensioner, M. iMaunius, on the threshold, 
shot him down in cold blood. 

The ward where the I'rench and Moroccan wounded lay was fired on with 
machine-guns, as shown in the above phntogra])h. By a wonderful chance no 
one was hit; the Crucifix also remained untouched in the centre of a wreath 
of bullets. 

The Inurist will rjnii, rclracinij his xli'iis. linn In Ihr rifilil iiiln Ihf rue ilcfi 
Jardiniers, whence he will have a ijond view 0/ llie wliole lawn. Alivai/x l<eep~ 
ing to the lejl he will pass Ihrout/h the Meaiix Gale into llie rue ile Meaux 
which borders the Golt.egf, of SAiNX-ViN'CiiNT (p. Oli). (// nn Imil. il ivniild 
be beller to follow the line of the ramparts Bellenue and Saiii'-\' inrenl, iiislead 
0/ the rue des Jardiniers. At the Meaux liulr, he ivill i/n down the steps 
into the rue de Meaux). 

Back in the rue de la Hepubliiiue, he wit! i/o up us jar as the rue Odent, 
ndtich skirts the tiotel du Grand Cer/. Bij tliis road he will arrive at the Place 
de la Ilalle, continued to tlie rir/ht hi/ the rue Saint-Tlilaire, ivliieli leads to tlie 
elinrch oi .^aint-l'ierre (see p. V,'2). 



48 




From the Place Saint-Pierre 
line (/0C5 to the left into the 
lillle rue aiix Flageards which 
passes in front of the north 
doorway of the Cathedral, of 
which a view is given opposite. 
The tower oil the riglit and 
llie spire Avere struck by sev- 
eral shells. 

Cnniinuimi along the Place 
Mauconseil and turning to tlie 
left inlo the rue Villevert one 
reaches the charming scjnare 
which lies in front of tlie par- 
vis of Ihe Cathedkal. 

I Sec p. 55-61 for descrip- 
tions concerning Ihe artistic 
features of the Cathedral). 
Here we sliall onlij give 
the incidents of .September 
I'.m in wliirli the building 
sl]arcd. 

Durinu the day of Uie 2nd 
of September I'Jll. about 
lifty shells struck the old 
church and caused rather 
serious damage, as shown in 
Ihe following photographs. The vicar ot llie Cathedral, the Abbe Dour- 
lent, went about the streets of Senlis during the bombardment and had 
125 inhabitants wlio had liecn unable to find shelter in the cellars, escorted 
out of the town by one of liis curales. On his return lo the vicarage, which 
stands at the fool of the tower {tlic house visible in llic ]ihotograph on 
p. 56, on the rigid, beliind the tiro trees), shortly after the Germans had 
entered the town. Ihc vicar heard violent and repeated blows in the 
Cathedral. Coming out into the Square he saw cyclists, holding a large 
fragment of a statue (which had been flung to the ground by a shell) 
with which tliey had ballered in ttie small door of the Cathedral itlial on 
the right in the view on />. ;';). (Ulicrs. axes in Iheir hands, were attacking 

the door ot the 
steeple on tlie 
south side of 
the tower. The 
Germans, re- 
volver in hand, 
rnshed at the 
vicar and their 
leader com- 
manded him 
to take them 
to [he top of 
the steeple, ac- 
cusing him of 
having allowed 
machine guns 
to be placed 
t li e r c w- li i c h 
liail lircd on 
them 
As Uiey climb- 
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ed the first step they heard the 
first shots fired in the lower part 
of the town. 

Th2 soldiers sprang up and 
declared the vicar their prisoner. 

The visit to the steeple con- 
firmed the Abbe Dourlent's de- 
claration that no one had been 
up and that no military prepa- 
rations had ever been made there. 
The men drew off, but a few mo- 
ments after the porter of the 
Town-hall brought the vicar the 
order to render himself imme- 
diately as hostage at the Grand 
Cerf hotel. 

When he arrived the Head- 
quarters Staff had left, taking 
the JIayor, who was shot that 
evening. 

The incendiarism had already 
started ; the vicar saw incen- 
diary bombs thrown into the 
houses facing the hotel, which are 
shown in the photograph on 
page 43. He entered the vicar- 
age, then returned to the Grand Cerf to learn what fate awaited him. 

It was there that a German superior officer, who spoke French, 
these few words which throw light on the events of Senlis : 




TR.VCES 
OF SHELLS 
pN THE 
CATHEDRAL 



said 



Poor Cure, poor Senlis, your civilians have fired on us and we have been 
shot at from the top of your church tower, therefore Senlis is doomed. You 
see that street in flames (the rue de la Republique), well! this night the town 
itself will be completely burned 
down. We have orders to make 
of Senlis another Louvain. A ter- 
rible example is needed for Paris 
and for the whole of France. 

The vicar implored for mercy 
for the town and the officer pro- 
mised to intervene with his su- 
periors in order to obtain a 
mitigation of the sentence. AVhe- 
ther he gained his point or whe- 
ther the giving up of the di- 
rect march on Paris caused the 
part of scape-goat assigned to 
the peaceful little town to ap- 
pear of less immediate necessity, 
the incendiarism was limited to 
the rue de la Republique and 
Ihe Quartier de la Licorne. 

The tourists will visit the Cathe- 
dral (see p. 55-61), Saint-Fram- 
BOURG (p. 62), the Castle( p. 65- 
65), and will then go down the old 
rue du Chc'del. 




TRACES 
OF SHELLS 
ON THE 
CATHEDRAL 
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:■' iL KLL>T 



This road was the scene of the 
outrage of 1789, famous in the an- 
nals of SenUs. The clockmaker 
Billon, seeing beneath his win- 
dows the company of musketeers 
from which, as usurer, he had 
been dismissed, raised his musket 
and killed the commandant and 
several others. Trapped in his 
house, he backed from room to 
room still adding to the number 
of his victims. At the moment 
when they seized him the mine 
that he had prepared exploded, 
destroying his house and leaving 
twenty-six dead and forty injured. 
The rne du Chatel ends in the 
Square Henri I V, in the corner oj 
which stands the Town-h,\ll. Its 
facade (see bcloiv). dates from 
1 HIT Above the door is the 
busl of Henri IV. with an ins- 
ciiption taken from the letters 
patent sent by the king to Senlis 
as thanks for the town's resis- 
tance to the Leaguers : 
" Mon heur a prins son commencement en la ville de Senlis, doni il s'esl 

depuis seme ct augmente par tout Ic roijaume. 

(.!-/(/ ijood fortune had its beginning in the town of Senlis, whence it has 

since snwn Uselj and spread over all the kingdom.) 

The Square Henri IV lecdvcd the first shells of the bombardment which 

killed LI lircmaa on guaid at the Town-Hall. 

When the Germans penetrated into Senlis, one of their superior officers 

went to Ihe Town-Hall and asked for the " burromaster ". 





ThcMayor, 
M. Odent. 
came f o r - 
ward. 

For three 
generations 
the Odents 
had bee n 
mayors of 
Senlis. The 
grand- father 
of thepresent 
mayor distin- 
guished him- 
self during 
the cholera 
epidemic in 
1832; his fa- 
ther was sei- 
zed as hos- 
tage ill 1870 
and narrowly 
escapedbeing 
shot. 
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(IF M. (MINI 
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Oi'. the eve of the German occupation, M. Odent took his family to I'aris 
and on his return to Senlis wrote on a post-card to JI. Cultru, oldest 
member of tlic municipal council, as follows ; 

" Having at last placed my wile in safety, I now belong entirely to Senlis. " 

M. Odent had the presentiment that he would not come out of German 
hands alive; a fervent Catholic, he [icrformed his religious duties in view 
of a swiftly approaching death, and fastened a crucifix on his breast. 

Above, we give the last pliotograph of i\l. Odent. It was taken on tlic 
5tlr of August 1911, during a military fete, M. Odent is in the middle. 

The mayor was violently upbraided by the ofTicer because of the deserted 
aspect of the town — barely 1.000 inhabitants remained out of 7.000, and 
during the bombardment houses and shops were closed; — he was also 
t)lamed for the absence of proclamations cxliorting the inhabitants to deposit 
their arms at the Town-Hall and to olTcr no resistance... 

M. Odent pointed out tlie rai)idity of events, and the peaceable ways of 
tlie old city. He was nevertheless led before the headquarters staff at the 
Grand Cerf hotel. Immediately after came the sound of the first shots fired 
by the French rearguard at the lower end of the town. The officer was 
furious and vowed tliat lie woul 1 hold the mayor responsible and that his 
head should answer for the lives of the German soldiers. The town-clerk 
suggested to M. (.)dent that the deputy mayors should be fetched, but the 
latter refused, saying ; " One victim is enough. " 

The resigned hostage was taken from the Grand Cerf to CliamanlJ(s<!e 
\}. 6S). He was brutally treated, his 
gloves snatched from him and flung 
in his face, his stick seized and brought 
down violently on his head. ;\I. Odent 
and some other hostages spent several 
hours of cruel waiting for their fate. 
At last, at about 1 1 o'clock in the even- 
ing, they were brought before several 
olTicers. After having been made to 
stand at attention they were ordered 
to lie flat, their hands stretched for- 
ward ; they were then again told to 
stand at attention. The officers, satis- 
fied that they had thus asserted their 
authority, for form's sake then pro- 
ceeded to interrogate the mayor and 
in spite of his denial persisted in accus- 
ing him of having opened fire upon 
the German troops. They then inform- 
ed him that he would be shot. 
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M. ODENT S 

GRAVE 

AT CHA-MANT 




JI. Odent returned to liis conipaiiions in captivity, gave them bis pa- 
pers and money, sliooli hands with tlicni and bade tlieni a dignified 
farewell. He then went back to the ofTiccrs. At tlieir command two soldiers 
dragged him about ten yard, furtherollandput two bullets through his head. 

The ground was hastily hollowed out and the body was laid under such a 
thin layer of earth that the feet were not covered. It was here that the cross 
shown in the above photograph was erected. The tourist can visit it when 
passing through Chamant (see p. 6S). A few hours before the mayor's death, 
six other hostages had been shot and buried in the same field. M. Odent's 
companions were more fortunate, they were sent back to Seulis the next 
day. On the 12th September the bodies of the mayor and the six other vic- 
tims were exhumed and taken to the cemetery in the town (see p. o4). Other 
hostages narrowly escaped death. At about 8 o'clock in the evening, in 
the tailor's shop at the corner of the rue du Chatel, in front of the town-hall, 
three inhabitants were seized and taken to Chamant. To these, in the 
course of the journey, were added a dozen others. They were about to 
share the fate of the preceding hostages when one of them, who spoke 
German, succeeded in inducing the Headquarters staff to set them free. 

Bi; the rue Vieille dc Paris (a eonliniialion of the rue du Chatel) we descend 
to Ihe lower pari of the (own. (In 1358 the "Jacques", masters of Senlis, drove 
back the nobles who had entered the lower end of the road by rolling down 
the slope heavily laden waggons which overturned anything that happened 
to be in their way.) 

In front of Ihe old Convent of Ihe Carmes. n" 3 of the rueVieilledc I'aris, stand 
Me'grel's Baths, to which a cafe is attaelied. In the afternoon of September 
2nd, some Germans smashed the door in and demanded drink. It was no 
doubt at that lime that other German soldiers entered the cafe Simon, 
a little further on (see p. 45). The two proprietors suffered the same fate. 
Megret had barely finished serving the patrol with a dozen bottles of wine 
when a shot, fired point-blank, felled him to the ground. 
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TOWN-HALI, 

(Execution of 
hoHtaf^ps 
ill 1-118) 




On page 51 appears the photograph of three young German soldiers belong- 
ing to that column of incendiarists and murderers who did so much damage 
to Senlis. With threats they forced the photographer, M. Rozycki, to whom 
we are indeljted for the views taken during the German occupation, to take 
the photograph we have reproduced. 

A Utile way past the Convent o/Jhe Carmen (wliich is turned into barracks, 
its chapel being used as a clothing store), me lolloui, on the riijht, the line ol 
ramparts that goes from the rue Vieille de Paris (where the Paris gate used 
to be) to the Place de Creil (where stood the gate of the same name). 

These ramparts were made in the xinth and xivth and strengthened in the 
xvth and xvith centuries. 

The first portion is called le FvEmpart des Otages in memory of tiie 
executions of 1418, during the fight between the Burgundians, who occupied 
Senlis, and the Armagnacs, who besieged it. 

The town, reduced to famine, was to surrender on the 18th of April if no 
help arrived and six hostages were handed over as guarantee : two abbots, 
two nobles and two commoners. Help was signalled on the daj' of the 18th; 
but the Armagnacs, before leaving, decapitated four hostages at the foot of 
the ramparts on which the tourist is standing. In return the besieged flung 
down from the walls the heads of twenty prisoners captured during a sally. 

Six centuries have elapsed but it will be seen that towards hostages, the 
Germans still retain the mental attitude of the .Middle Ages. 

A picture Ijy Melingue (reproduced above) which hangs in the Town-Hall, 
commemorates the execution of the hostages of Senlis. 

The next rampart is called the Montauban, after the square tower whicli 
was added to it in 1588. It was in the dry moat below that the Archer's 
Company held their practice. The head of the company, the " king of the 
Crossbow ", was exempted by Henri HI from paying taxes and ever since 
that remote period archery has always been held in honour at Senlis. At 
certain fetes as many as 4.000 archers were assembled, part of them belonging 
to the town, the others coming from tlie surrounding country. 

From the rampai't, the view of old Senlis, spread out at the foot of the 
Cathedral, is particularly picturesque. 
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From llie Crcil ;iale. ir/irrc yun come cut on Icapimj the raniparls. the Aricxa 
can be visited (see p. 67). After tliat, turn down the Arenue Vernois. at the end 
0/ whieh is seen the entrance to the cemetery. The monument raised in memory 
of the hostages who were murdered in 1911 (vieu' below) is in the western 
part of the cemetery. In the northern part is the grave of the soldiers wlio 
fell during tlie battles of Senlis (inew above). 

from tlic buiilcrard Pasteur which is a continuation of il\e Avenue Ycr- 

nois, lliere is a 

, - ^ I petty view of the 

countnj. 
S1..NL-MENT I At the corner 

11.''^^.."*^ ottherue Saint- 

IX ] in Joseph stands a 

couvent where 
seventy nuns 
remained dur- 
ing the German 
occupation. 
Some German 
soldiers m a d e 
them open the 
door and de- 
manded wine : 
'■ Oh ! " answer- 
ed the Reverend 
:\lother. ■■the 
nuns on) y 
drink liquorice- 
water. " 

T l\e 1 u r i si 
now I'inds hint- 
sell at the Com- 
p i e (I n e g ate . 
from where lie 
began his visit 
to the town. This 
IS also the start- 
ing point fi.iei! 
in the itinerary 
for the journey 
to Mean X (see 
D. (iSl. 




ARTISTIC SENLIS 



(See plan intercalated between pages 3.S-39) 



The Cathedral of Notre Dame (liislnrical monument) 




The Cathedral was begun in 1153 on the sile of a church which had been 
destroyed and rebuilt several limes since the Third century. The woilc of 
construction was slow, as funds 
were often lacking, despite the 
help given by the kings of 
France. For several consecu- 
tive years collections were re- 
peatedly made throughout the 
country in order to obtain 
resources for the bishop. 

The consecration of the un- 
linished church took place in 
1191. 

Tow'ards 1240, the transept 
was raised and the spire, 
wdiich is still the pride of Senlis, 
built. 

In 1.504, lightning set fire 
to the Cathedral, which went 
on burning for two days. 
Luckily the spire was saved. 

The reconstruction of all the higher parts and of the facades of the tran- 
sept lasted until 1560 and completely transformed the ajipcarance of tlie 
l-iuilding. 

During the Revolution it was used as a ballroom and afterwards as a 
storehouse for fodder. In 1801 it became once more a place of worship. 

It has been seen (p. iH) 
that the Cathedral was 
not spared by the German 
sliells on the 2nd of Sep- 
tember 1914, and that its 
vicar very nearly shared 
the mayor's tragic fate. 

The opposite view is tak- 
en from the top of the 
steeple of St, Peter's 
church. 

In the foreground are 
seen the buildings of the 
old Bishop's Palace, stand- 
ing on a Gallo-Roman 
site ; one of the tow- 
ers of this enclosure was 
utilised in their construc- 
tion. 

After 1790 Senlis was 
no longer a bishopric. An 
archaeological museum is 
now established in the 
old dwelling place of the 
bishops. 




CATHEDn.\I. 
SEEN FROM ; 
STEEPLE 
OF ST. I'D H 
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The west fajade of the Cathedral, which escaped the fire of 1504, has 
retained the simplicity and bareness of the xiith century church and is in 
remarkable contrast with the richness of the side facades built in the xvith 
century. 

The'ereat doorway, which will be fully described further on, is flanked by 
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two small doors suruKJunled^by a tympanum, the arcading of which forms a 
curious ornamentation. 

The two towels were originally alike: it was only in the middle of the 
xiiith century that the spire was added to the south tower. 

This spire is a masterpiece of Gothic architecture and for nearly seven 
centuries has been the admiration of architects and archaeologists because of 
the science, audacity and solidity of its construction, which was proof against 
fire, the inclemency of the weather, and German shells. 

Its summit is 78 'a m. above the ground. 
Octagonal, it rests on the square base of 
the tower. 

The transition from the square to the 
octagon is hidden l>y the four pinnacles, 
(each supported by three small columns), 
which occupy the four corners of the 
square. 

The upper part of the spire is pierced 
with eight liighly ornamented dormer win- 
dows; the arrises of the spire are decorated 
with crocl-cets. 

This construction reveals the great art of 
the architect, wlio knew how to break the 
monotony of the spire's long, sloping lines 
without making them appear heavy. 

The little Place du Parvis shown above 
is charming in its archaical decoration. 

The edifice seen on the left of the pho- 
tograph is the old home of the Vennan- 
dois family, modified in the xivth century. 
One can walk round the courtyard of the 
old dwelling, entering through the door 
seen bet^\•een two big trees. 

Between the house of Vennandois and 
the church stands the Chapter House 
[see p. 61). 




The xiith century 
doorway was dam- 
aged during the Revo- 
lution. The great sta- 
tues were decapitated 
and have since been 
restored. The bas-re- 
liefs sulTered conside- 
rably. 

This is the first door- 
way consecrated to 
the Virgin. Its design 
served as model for 
those of the cathedrals 
of Chartres, Reims, 
.\miens and Xotre- 
Dame de Paris. 

The bas-relief of the 
lintel, shown below, 
represents, on its left 
side, the death of the 
Virgin. This part is 
much damaged. The 
apostles encircle the 
bed on which the Vir- 
gin is lying, two of 
them swinging censers. 
Two winged angels 
bear away the Virgin's 
soul, portrayed as a new-born babe wrapped in a swaddling cloth. 

The right side, which represents the Resurrection of the Virgin, is in a 
better state of preservation. An angel stands ready to crown Mary, 
who is raised from her bed by three others, while a fourth leans forward the 
better to see over those in front. 

All this sculpture shows a truth and freedom of attitude, of wliich very few 
examples are found in the xiith century. 

Above the lintel, in the tympanum, is the Triumph of the Virgin ; — tlie 
execution of this work is far from equal to that of the lintel. 

In the niches of the arches are statues of the patriarchs, the propliets 
and the kings of Judah. 

The eight great statues which flank the door re|)resent personages from 
the Old Testament. 

The one nearest the door, on the left, is Abraham. He holds his son by 
the hair and stands ready to behead him but an angel restrains his sword. 

Beneath the pedestals of the large statues is a " Calendar ", i. e. a set of 
symbolical scenes typifying the twelve months of the year, or the seasons. 
That of Senlis is carved with much spirit. 
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ai'j. 



Mar.-li. 

AprlL 

Ma, I. 

.T,i.:,-. 

■Jiihi. 



'V\\o inontli of I(-;\^r 
Work is at a stiiiicl- 
Work begins .li,Miii 
With ttie spriii-- tin 
Til,- lord, liis fahou 
Til'' pi'a-ant njow > 



at lablo. prf*pari-> to 
llic tirosi'Tc. 



. Tl.'- peasant, - 
rill. Till- p'-asam 
Till- p'-asant iligs. 

tiiii'- lias roine to can- Un- tlir- tn-i-s. 

I'll in- wrist, goi-s forth to hnitt. 
li- nil allows. 
it till- harvest. 




8... Aiig"-^1. The peasant thri'slii-> ont tlie iirrain. 

9. . . Scj,tei„l;:r. The peasant gather- the grapes. 

10. . i_>rt'j>- r. The pea-ant gathers in his crops. 

11... X.jre,„lK r. The peasant kills his pig. 

12.. /''--' ". '" r Till- pea -a lit put- i-ake- in the oven for the 



"le- at the enil iif the vi ai- 



Thc soulh front of the Calliedral has not tlic liannony of that of the 
west. 

The lower pai't of tlie apse dates from llie xnth century, with its 
radial cliapels and. above. I lie little .semicircular windows of the ualleries. 
The upper pait of the church belongs to the xvitli century. 

The rich facade of the transept also dates from the xvith century. 
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The opposite view sliows 
Uic detail ot tlie south i'\- 
(,:adf, of the transf.pt de- 
signed by Pierre Cliambiges, 
son and pupil of Martin 
Cliambiges. The latter work- 
ed on the Cathedrals ot 
Heauvais, Sens and Troyes, 
ami his son drew inspiration 
from his work for the execu- 
tion of that entrusted to liiin 
at Senlis ; tliis explains the 
great resemblance that va- 
rious portions of these edi- 
fices bear to one another. 

In comparing the south 
jjortaf with the western fa- 
fade one notes the develop- 
ment of Gothic architecture 
from the xiith century, when 
its restraint and simplicity 
of line still recalled Ro- 
man art, to the xvith cen- 
tury, when rich, flamboyant 
decoration flared in its final 
splendour, making way for 
the art of the Renaissance 
that the Italian wars brought into fashion. 

The appearance of this fine ensemble is spoilt by the adjacent | 
vestry erected on its right, which was rebuilt in the xixth century, 
of it can be seen in the 
above photograph: though 
one can judge still better 
of its ugly effect from the 
photograph on the preced- 
ing page. 

The xorth FA(,;Ar)E of 
TirE traxset't is, in its 
general arrangement, the 
same as that on the south, 
but it is less richly orjia- 
mcnted. 

On the pediment which 
surmounts the entrance 
are carved the salamander 
and the I' of Francis I. 
On that of the south are 
the arms of I'rance. 

The tourist must not 
fail to have a look at the 
north side of the Cathedral, 
which is very pictures- 
que. 

On the north tower the 
marks of German shells 
are still to be seen. The 
photograph at the foot 
of page 4i) shows them 
clearly. 
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INTERIOR OF THE CATHEDRAL 




.SOUTH CATC 



E. >tairs Ira.lin- lo ir:illrrir>. 

I";. i-]]iip.--] of tran-rj.i vault with pmilcntivf-s). 

:\r. ai>Ir< or choir. 

l">, radial clKiijel> of the xiiili i.'Liitnry jnoilini \\ iinlows). 




A, roo;' of uavo. IM. r.2. B:"l. 
lU. transopt. 

C, piers ,-upporting tlir vault 
ot tlio nave by nioan^ of 
tlyiii;.' buttresses. 

r>. lir^^t :ii>Iov of iiavi- ami aui- 
hulalorv. 



T , gallt'i'ic- ruuniiiL:' I'ouml 
the church. 
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The Galleries ot the Cathedral are 
among the most beautiful in France. 
The above view, taken from the choir gal- 
leries which overlook the southern part of 
the transept, shows those of the nave in 
enfilade. 

In order to visit these galleries llie key 
must be ohtaineel from the vestry. 

In the chapel seen on the right as one 
re-enters the church by the south door, 
the visitor will notice the hanging 
bosses, of the vault of which a view is 
given opposite. 

In the Chapter house at the northwest 
end of the Cathedral (see plan p. 60), is 
seen the curious capital of the central pillar, on which i 
of fools (jesters). 

The opposite view shows a fragment of it 

Two ot the figu- 
res are playing the 
organ, that on the 
right is working the 
bellows, another 
with a stick beats 
the tambourine 
that he holds be- 
tween his legs ; on 
Ilie remainder of 
the Capital other 
figures are dan- 
cing. 

The Chapter 
house was used by 
the canons of the 
Cathedral. 




s carved a fete 




Li 2 blCNLlS 

Church ot Saint-Frambourg (historical monument) 

Stands in a Utile street which opens on the south 0/ the Cathedral Square. The 
church can be seen from the square. 




Tliis cliurcliwas found- 
ed on tlie site of a 
Roman temple by Queen 
Adelaide, wife of Hugucs 
Capet. Rebuilt in the 
xiith and xiiith centur- 
ies, transformed into a 
■' Temple of Reason " 
during the Revolution, 
it now serves as a car- 
penter's workshop. 

On the facade one can 
distinguish the place for 
a large rose window, 
which was never llnish 
cd. 

On the left side ot 
the facade stood a tower, 
which has been demo- 
lished. 
The church has no roof left above the vaulting. To visit the interior 

(consisting of a single nave of graceful proportions) apphi to the carpenter. 

The entrance to tlie ivorksliop is sicn 101 tlie left of llie pihotoriraph. 

Church of Saint-Pierre (historical monument) 

Marktl'dai/ on Tucsdai/s and Friilai/s. 1/ tlie tourist should wish to go 
tu llic lop oj the bellri) or to pisit the church on other than market days, he must 
upphi to the concierge of tlie Tribunal (county court) in the square. 

'i'his old town of Senlis is so rich in relics of the past that it puts its ancient 
religious monuments to quite profane uses. 

We have seen above that Saint-Frambourg shelters a carpenter. Saint- 
Pierre serves as a market, another church as a theatre, a fourth as a museum 
and others as clothing stores or barns. Five have completely disappeared ; 
as for the Abbey of Saint-Vincent, it lias been turned into a college. 

Saint-Pierre was founded in 
102'J and reconstructed during 
the xiiith and xivth centu- 
ries. 

The roof of the nave was 
begun in stone but completed 
in timber-work. The facade 
dates from the xvith century 
and recalls the work of Pierre 
Chambiges in the Cathedral. 

The right-hand tower dates 
from the xvnth century. From 
the u|ipcr platform there is a 
splendid view of tlie town and 
the surrounding forests. Ano- 
ther, more ancient tower exists, 
the base of which is the remains 
of the primitive Roman church. 
The spire (the top of which is 
seen in the opposite photo- 
graph) was added in the xvth 
ccntur\'. 
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The Castle (historical nioiiuniciil) 

Tlic Caslle bdiinijs to Ihe Count Turquel de La Boisscric who alloivs it to 
be i'isilfd. Apphj to the eoneicrge. 




,N1 RA \l.f; 

I l> I HI-, (.ASTI.F, 

\.\ I) HIJ 1 1- J, 



The entrance slioivn in tlie above vieio is in the Rue du Chalet, quite close to 
the square oj Parvis-Xotre-l^unae. On the left side stands the old hotel des 
Trois-Pots, so called from the signboard which hangs from the first floor, 
and formed of three pots which are being filled by a thin stream of water. 
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SEN LIS 




This old 
dwelling re- 
calls all the 
history of 
France from 
the Gallo 
Roman con- 
quest to the 
reign of Henri 
IV.' 

The Castle 
itself, of 
which only a 
part exists (vi- 
sible on the left in tlie abo\c pliotograph), was erected on the site of an 
old Roman fort. .\l the foot ran the boundary line of the town, partly form- 
ed by the wall which encloses this side of the estate and the tower which 
flanks the north front of the buildings. 

The -Merovingian and Carlovingian kings often inhabited the Castle, situa- 
ted as it was in the midst of their favourite hunting-grounds.. 

It was the theatre of numerous historical events; Pepin, duke of Aqui- 
taine, grandson of Charlemagne, died imprisoned there: Raldwin of Flanders 
carried olT from there the daughter of Charles the Raid. In 987, the last 
Carlovingian king having died while out hunting, the French lords assembled 
in the Castle and elected as king, Hugucs Capet whose dynasty reigned in 
France until the Revolution. Philippe-Auguste held festivities there on 
returning from his wedding with Elizabeth of Hainault. Saint Louis found- 
ed the priory of Saint-Maurice. During the Hundred YearsWar, Catherine 
of France was married to Henry V of England at Senlis, in 1-120. 

.\fter Henri IV, the very dilapidated castle was gradually abandoned. 
Justice was still administered there until the falling in of the Audience 
Chamber in the xviiith century. 

The interior of the Castle is in ruins. There is one room to be seen, called 
Henri IV's Room, which is shown on the following page. It dates 
from the xinth century. It is covered with fine panellini:i". The fireplace 
was altered in the xvth century but the big circular section flue remains 
just as it was in the xiiith century. 

On the left of this fireplace a xiiith century window (now blocked up) can 
still be distinguished. The one at the further end of the room belongs to the 
xvith century. In Ihc photograph some tombstones are seen, resting 

against the 
^" wall ; on a 
fragment 
placed against 
the chimney- 
piece are the 
arms of Diane 
de Poitiers 
(characterised 
by the cres- 
cent); the two 
cannon balls 
are of stone; 
these were 
hurled from 
catapults and 
from the first 
bomb arding 
machines. 





Of the Chapel built in the hegiiuiin^ of the xiith century nothing remains 
but ruhis, a view ot which is given on page 63. It was situated on the fii'st 
floor; a " semi-circular " arcade ot the nave is still to be seen, on the right 
side. The ground floor, vaulted like an arbour, formed a passage. 

The priory of Saint-Maurice, of which one ivy-covered building still exists 
(visible on the right of the pholograph ai the lop of the preceding page), was 
founded by Saint-Louis in honour of Saint-Maurice who commanded the 
Theban legion, massacred under Diocletian for refusing to w irship false gods. 

In 1234 the king succeeded in obtaining the bodies of several of these 
martyrs from the vicar of Saint-^Maurice en Valais. 

A church, copied fri/m the Sainte-Chapelle in Paris, was built to shelter 
these relics. It was dcstr ye 1 during the Revolution. 

Passing under the P.oman enclosure by a subterranean pas'iage, we arrive 
at the old moat, transformed into a kitiheii garden. From here there is a 
very interesting view of the wall and the PLoman towers, the Cathedral and 
the Castle. A good idea of it is given by the jjholoyraph ai the font uj the 
])receding I age. 

The Roman enclosure continues towards the Cathedral, passes by the 
apse, from there to Saint-Frambourg, and its oval rejoins the Castle by 
the Place de la Halle, the rue aux Fromages and the rue du Puits-Tiphaine. 
It measured 312 ni- (1024 f) at its greatest diameter and 212 m. (794 f) at 
its smallest diameter; 28 towers adorned the walls which were 7 m. (23 f') 
high and 4 m. (13 f) thick. 

The town, having grown, was cramped in the limits of the Roman city; 
the new ramparts were raised lietween the xiiilh and xvith centuries; the 
tourist has already travelled over a part of them. 

The idatfrrm of the Roman fort, which was followed by the Castle, stood 
on the part which (with the rue Villevert) forms a corner of the estate. It 
is reached by the narrow passage, made in the thickness of the sub-basement, 
which led to the dungeons. It was in one of these (towards the year 870) 
that Pepin, king of Aciuitaine, died, impr'soned by order of Charles the 
Bald, against whom he had revolted. 

Subterranean passages cormccted certain important points of the Castle. 
They were supposed to lead as far as the Castle of Montepilloy {see p. 69) 
and the Abbey of Chaalis («e p. 72). 

A .=) 



The old Abbey of Saint-Vincent. 

r.j visit I.' ('/!/'','/ I" "'« concii-rije in Ihc rue de Mcaui. 
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Tlic Abbey of St.-Vnicenl was founderl in 1065 
by^Aiiiic of Russia, wife if tbc l;ing of France, 
Henri I. in fnlOlnient of a \o\\. 

The Abbey Church was rebuilt in tlie xiiUi 
ccnlury. 

The tower whicli tlates from that jieriod. is 
square: it lias two stories with very iiigh dormer 
windows grained in pairs on each front, which 
L'ive a \"e"y light aj)pearance to the general struc- 
ture. 

The other lulil.ling^ belonging to the Abbey 
w\rc ret uilt in the xviith century. Inside, an 
interesting cloister still exists, with a Doric colon- 
lade. shown on the opposite \iew. 

After the Ftevolution the Abbey was turned 
into a hspila!. tlien into barracks and after that 



in*o spinning mills. In 
Sai ".t-Miicent. countir. 




the jirescncr of tlie woundi d s en id Ihj 



1S,36 it became the College 
g among its pupils ^farshal 
Canrobert and the poet 
.lose ;\laria de Heredia. 
Man.\- inhabitants of 
Scnlis too'; refuge in the 
.\bl.iey cellars during the 
bombardment of the 
2nd of .September. 1911. 
St. -Vincent soon served 
as annex to the hospital, 
which was too small 
to h(dd all tlT wound- 
ed. In the ]dnitiigraiih 
on page 44 we see the 
transport of wound d 
being carried on bv the 
Red Cross in September, 
t'nt. 'the temporar\' 
liospi:al renunned afler 
the departure id' the 
('.cMuans. whicli i'X|)lains 
nnd i I the o,,posilc view 
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The Arena (liistorical luoiuimciit) 

27k' ijalc at tlic entrance o/ Ihr rand leading Irani the I'laec ilc Creil to 
the Arena is sometimes locked. Apiilij to the Si/ndicat if Initiative {hotel 
I'u Grand-CcrJ) for the key. 




Tlie Arena was discovered in ISIW. It appai'ejilly noes as f:',r bacl; as (he 
Tliird century. 

The tiers encircle a track measuring liiOfcet byl Id led. Two large en I ranees, 
whic'i were vanlted, lead into the Arena at each {xtreniit> of the great axis. 
On the other axis are two little rooms, which were no doubt reserved tor the 
gladiators. In the souther, i one niches are hollowed in the wall; these 
[irobablN- served as cupboards 
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CIIAMANT 



FROM SENLIS TO MEAUX (.5 km.) 

(Sec ra;i]-s intercalated ojiposite and tictwcen pages S2-S3.) 
Ma CiiAMANT, ;\IiiXT);i'iLi-OY, Barox, Ciiaalis, Kriikxhnville 

Slarlinii jrum Ihv Cumpicync Gate, ivc leave titc t<.wn by the ruiile Xalionale 
{X i:)- A/ler havincj eroased the railivau we turn lo the right and follow \ 32 
as jar as the first road on the rioht bordered with trees, which leads to Chamant. 
100 yds. be/ore the village ire enter a field enclosed by hedges, on the right oj 
the road {2 '.. km.). In this Held, wliicli appears in the view on page 52, the 
German troops were encamped. Mr. (Jdent. the Mayor of Scnlis, and six 
other hostages were shot there (/). -Ji). ^Ir. Odcnl's grave is near the wood 
which skirts tire side of th? liel 1 opposite the one which borders tl.c road. 
Near the enclosing hedge is the grave of a German captain. 

Go ' n In the village of C:iamant, turn lo llie right. Ihcn to llie Icit as jar 
as the church, the steeple of which can be seen as one cnlcrs the village, 'this 
church dates from the xiith century and was modified in tlie xi\th and 
.xvith. The Foman spire shown 1 clow is remarkable. In the interior, 
tlie capitals an 1 vaulting ('ecoraled in many colours were restored at Xa]io- 
leon the Third's expense, as w"as al-'j the tend) of l.ucien Bona^-artc's wife, 
which is to lie found in file --ide ihapel. 

Go round the cinirch. turn lo the left. Ilien to t!'c right, near tlie lircmcn's 
gymnasium. 

The road planted with trees which forms a c ndinuation (on tl;e other 
side of the route Xationalc) of the read on winch we slainl. leads (700 yds. 
from there} to the Caslle of Chamant wliere the German Headquarters Staff 
stayed. Tlic cedar wa« pillaged: nnire thai f.2O0 bottles of champagne 
were cniptie<l, 

This Cas'le. which, dat'.s from tl.c .\vi;lh cenlury, was inhabited by 
Lucicn Bonaparte. Atla.hed to it are important racing stables. 

Follow X i: p:rt bout l.JOo i/ds. t/icn tiirnlo the rightlowards Ognon (S '.j km.). 
Turn tiviee In th.e right in front of the church and go towards Barbery. Ihc fac- 
tories if ivhieh can be seen from afar. Cross tlie railway (12'.jkm.) near the 
■'lation. II I'ir'i was set on flic by llie Gi-rmans. ami l;ecp slraiglit on towards 
the I;eep of ivio-i*.cpiMoy ■ Kl ', km ) wdiich stands on a neighbouring hill. 



< IICRi.ll 
OF CHA\1.\M 




jrONTHPn.LOY 
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The Casllc, llic 
entrance to wliieh 
is shown on the 
opposite view, 
f r m s p a r t o f a 
farm. 

its name eomes 
from Mans s;)!'™- 
latiirnni or ■■ Moniil 
of llie watchers ". 
It was Ijuilt in the 
xiith century. On 
the 15th ot August, 
14'2'J, Jeanne d'-Vrc 
occupied it. An 
l-^nLiUsli army com- 
manded by tlie IJuke n[ llcdford was Ijetwccn Atontepilhjv a.ul Senlis, 
Tlie battle took place on August ICith and enabled the lrooi)s ot the King 
of I'"iaiKe to retake Senhs. The castle was dismantled under Henri IV. 
To obtain a view of the whole and to realise the doniinaling position of 

the castle one must, before entering it, walk a few sleps along the road which 

descends on the right of tlic farm. 

Tlie entrance door is flanked liy two large towers, The bulky masses ot 

masonry whicli supported the chains by which the drawbridge was worked 

are still to be seen. Wc cross tlic old moats, of wliich porl ions still exist. On 

intcring the courtyard we see the imposing ruins ot the two towers, one 

circular (ot which 

only one large piece 

ot the wall remains) 

the other square. 
We icLrnvr i-iir 

sU'iis. 

On / (' a V i n g i he 

villai/e. near em ir:in 

shed, wc iurn iiiln 

the peived mad "ii 

the rif/hl and eonli- 

nue abuui -JOO yds. 

The Gcrnran guns 

which bombarded 

Seidis were placed 

in the hollow on the 

right . A German 

grave will be notic- 
ed in llie mcad'jw. 
We leiiu n 1 1 the 

road and go down 

toward. s Barber:/. 

A Iter the level cross- 
ing, turn to I'.e 

rigid irdo the main 

mud. .A/ler J '., I:nt. 

turn again to the 

rigl'd, cross the rail- 

wog] line, then the 

village e/ Ducg; 

climb a ridge and 

descend by zigzags 

to Baron ( '-V /.TO.). 
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BARON 



HiM>h Win 




I'nlerini/ Baron, 
IV" turn lij the left in 
the Iliiih Street and, 

000 L/(lx further on, 
at tlu- end of the 
block, reach the 
iiox'si; 01 Ai.UERic 
Mamxard. 

It is marked by 
a marble tablet 
( \M s i 1 . U- i II t li e 
opposite view) on 
"wliich is eniiravefl 

1 be follow iiiii in- 
^i-riiitioii : 



Alli 



.Tmir, l.sri.-i. (li, ,1 
tii (li-'V-nil il. 



UiiljO~<T. Ik 

I'll Ihi' 'Mh 

«liil.- irvi 



ilr.J, 



lihii-la qui. rrlii'llr a tiiiit.' tnilii-.iii I A ili-tV-mlii -..ii :ii-t .■oiitrr la liarl.arie 

Kt 1.1',4'i-raiil la Mil-, a t..iit.' Walliynr. | Iirvait aiu-i iiniiinr ili''f.>iiilaiit >a iiiaisou. 

Killll.nul UilSTANIi. 

,1- r.-l,.,.,io„,V Frv.n-i-n-. 



(Ilr ulio, i-i'Viiltiii- a-aiii-t tr. afliirv 
Aii.l pr,f.n-iii^ ilir Mil-,' tf. iiiiy Vaik> 



I lifl'iiiiii'il 111- arr aL'-aiii-t li:irl.ariT\-. 

\Va- .l"..iii..I lliii-lu.lif. .lr:'.Miiliii';.-hi-liomi>.) 



was resolved to die rather 
M Ibal his I'evolver held four 

keepiim hi- >"oimi; son-ii-law 
llii' 2:ul of September. On 
I arly ot siadicrs entered the 



Mis iiis|)iratioii entirely Frcneh, Magnard (as Rosland recalls in the above 

lines) had kept 1 is art free from German infkienee. 

His artist's sensitiveness made liim sulTer iiilensely from the horrors 

of in\"asion : be warned bis friends that he 

thai! siibmit t" file rule of the eonqueror an 

bullets lor il'.e enemy and one for himself, 
lie bad sent his family back to Paris, oidy 

witii him. 'i'he (Germans entered Baron oa 

the '.iYi\. at about 9 o'clock in the mornini;", a 

grounds. The composer had locked and barricaded hniselt in the villa. 

After summoning bim three time^ the Geimans bred from the garden at the 

fafade shown iri the opposite \iew. 

Magnar^l retaliated through Ihe veiielLiii blind- of window on llic first 

floor, killing one of Ihe soldiei's and wonnding anatber The com|)0ser'ssoii- 

iii-law returning frcm 
a short walk, arrived 
at the beginning of 
this scene. Seizde and 
bound to a tree, be 
only escaped death by 
passing himself off as 
the gardener. After 
h a vi n g n led a f e w 
round- the Germans 
awaited the instruc- 
tions of the comman- 
der. The latter at 
llrst decided to bum 
the village as a reprisal 
but on the entreaties 
of tb.e Public Xotarv. 
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,M" Hobei'l, niuililicd Uie 

.sentence and ordered 

that the incendiarism 

slionid be limited lo the 

villa ]\lat;nai-d. After 

liavint^ hurriedly pllhi- 

;^! e d t h e c o m poser's 

study, tlie soldiers set 

lire to the kitchen with 

straw and grenades. 

W hen the smoke began 

to rise .M" Robert ai;d 

M a yn ard' s son-in-law 

heard a re|)ort from IIh' 

Interior ot the iDuse. 

The autlior of Ciiicrcirur 

and of Berenice had no 

doubt just died l)y his 

own hand. An ollicer 

then said lo the Notary 

" tie takes tlie best way out ". Magnard's body was consumed In the lire 

llis revolver was found with three elrambers empty. 

The village was looted. An ofheer ordered tlie Notary, M'' Robert, to 
open his safe. As lie at hrst refused to obey this order, the officer told 
two of his men to load their weapons, and j\p Robert was forced to hand 
over the 8.300 francs the safe contained. While the Notary was occupied 
in satisfying these demands, the Germans stole his silver, his jewelry and 
that of his wife, even his personal linen, in exchange for which they left 
him their dirty shirts. The cellar was entirely emptied by the officers, who 
took 1.471 bottles of rare wine. 

Tlie same witness saw an officer wearing 9 woomcn's rings and .3 Ijracelets 
on each arm. 

lieinrning [mm Maijnard's house [dIUiw the Hiyh Street as far as the Cnuucn 
(historical monument). This church is of the xiitli and xiiith cenluries 
witli a fine steeple belonging to the xvtli (view above). 

There is beautiful panelling to be seen inside (\iew below). Joan 
of Arc received 
the sacrament here 
on the eve of 
the battle against 
the l-;nglish below 
M o n I epi I loy, i n 
1 12(1. 

FdIIuw tlie niud 
ipliicli is a eoiili- 
niialion oj ttie llif/h 
Street. At this 
point and as far 
as S e n 1 i s , rear- 
guard actions w(r ' 
fought. A Iter 
J '.., txni., tarn to tlie 
tejt (in the field 
which forms Ihe 
corner of the two 
roads there is a 
German grave). 

3 knu /iirther on turn Id the le/t again into the road to firnii-nonvilli: anil njlcr 
having proceeded about 1.200yds. go duumthclancivhichlcads under the trees Inlhe 
enlrnnce to the domain which constituted the ancient (ibbcij oj Chaaiis(.jv; i, km.). 
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CHAALIS 



At the very beginning ot the xiitli century, on his return from the First Cru- 
sade, a lord of .Mcllo founded a priory at Calisiiim. In 1136 the Iving 
Louis le Gros, wisliing to lionour tlie memory of his brother, Charles le Bon 
who was assassinated in I3rugcs, transformed this priory into an abbey 
which was placed under the management of the (Jrder of Citeaux, v/hose 
radiating power was beginning to make itself felt. 

The Abbey, flouiishing under the protection of the kings of I'rance, the 
bishops of Senlis and the lords of Chantilly, became of great importance. 

Its present condition can only give a faint idea of its former disposition 
and size. 

The good king .St-Louis often came to share tlie peaceful life of the monks, 
cultivating the soil and the vine, looking after the bees, fishing for pike in 
the ponds, and eating in the common refectory, out of a wooden bowl, amidst 
the tame birds that came from all the country around to join in the meals. 

At the time of the Renaissance the Abbey fell in commendam, that is to 
say it was no longer the property of the comnumity but that of the Abbot, 
who was thenceforth chosen by the king instead of being elected by the 
monks. The first commendatory abbot was the Cardinal Hippolyte d'Este, 
son ot lucretia Borgia. Reducing the monks to a bare allowance, the 
Cardinal made free use of the x\bbey revenues, T,^hich enabled him to build 
his famous Villa d'Este at Tivoli and its magnificent gardens. 

Ill 1570, tlie great Italian poet Tasso spent several months at Clu'ialis 
and there worked at his Jrnisalcm Delivered. 

In the xvnith century, the reconstruction of the Abbey was undertaken. 
.Jean Aiibert, Iho architect of the '■Grandes Ecuries" at Chantilly and the 
Hotel liiron in Paris, was entrusted with the plans. The work was begun 
but not completed. The abbatial building, which to-day contains the 
museum and whicli can be seen on the left of the beautiful avenue leading 
to the entrance gate, shows [he dignilled style that Aul.ert -wished to apply 
to the new edifice. 
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All Ihese works ra;i tlu' Abl.ey into debt. I.oiiis XVI liiiil it c'.nscd :nid 
placed ii litiuidalion. Tlie lU-vidution conipleled ils niin. Sold ;is natio- 
nal property, Cliaalis greatly sulTered. 

The liuildinys were lor the Rreater part destroyed, tlie old church was 
sold |)ieremeal at the rate of twelve sous per cartful of stones 

In tlie xixth century, the successive jjroprietors did Iheir utmost to 
reconstitute the domain. '1 he f.';rounds were houtslvt hack, the ruhis consoli- 
dated. The abbatial buiidiiiL; became a castle: tlic parl< was laid out 
again. In 1902, M""^ .lactiueinart-AiuIre liouuht the estate for 1 ,2lin.(ll)il 
francs. She bequeathed it to the "Iiistitut de France" with the museum 
that slu^ had cstablislicd in the Castle. The bistilut took possession of it 
in 1'I12. at the donor's death. 

Tni; Cuuncii 

The Cliurch, built at the beginning of the xuith ceiitui'y, is of great interest 
from an archaeological point of view, for it shows tlie lirst aiivilicatioii (liy 
the Cistercians) of the Gotliic sl>le of arcliitecture which had just made its 
appearance in the He de France. In the hundreds of abbeys created |jy (he 
original abbey of Citeaux (situated near Dijon), tlie Roman style had 
hitlierto held sway. Beginning witli Cliaalis, tlie Cistercians proceeded to 
spread the pointed arch all over buirope where soon more than I.SOd branch 
abbeys were scattered. 

The church of Chaalis was vast, measuriiig 2(39 f' by 89 f. 

Its transept (tlic ruins of the northern part are seen in the view on the 
preceding page) was remarkable for ils enormous size, compared with that 
of the clioir, and for the seven radial cliajiels — one of wdiich is clearly 
visible on the right of the view — enclosed in each of its branches. An 
outline of the nave remains (on the left of the photograph); it had 12 bays 
preceded by a porch. The steeple which rose from the tower was destroyed 
by lightning in the xviith century. The monastery was connected witli the 
church, and the outline of the storied galleries is seen in the view below. 
The abbot's chapel appears in the middle distance, on the right of the view on 
the preceding page. It is designed in the style of the Sainte-Chapellcin Paris. 
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Visit to thi-; hommx (U^ C.iiam.is 



]-'niiu llir IMIi .\jn-il In llir l\l Xnvrmbrr Ihr Musi-nni mii! Ihc I'arl: (irr o/kv! 
(//I 'J'hiirsildii iijlrninnns. jmni I In ', nr i: ;.. in. An inlcnsHnn i/uiili: 
bii Ihc Cumin, . Ln:ii-i Cilhl. is -inhl /nr :J Irani s. 

l-'(ir tlK' |):issiiiL( iiiolurisl. IIk' visil in il'.'lail is mil iiii:\is|ieiis;il)ic-. The 
Museum, :iIIIioul',Ii iulevcsliiiM, is far Irnin equal lo llial which .M '"" .lacque- 
jiiarl-Andre eslabiished iu her liouse in tlie boulevard Haiissiiiaun, Paris, 
and -which slie l)e(|U'jaUiecl In llie InsliluL al Ihe same lime as ("haalis. As 
far as concenis Ihc park ami llie ruins, an a(lef|nali' idea (if Ihcm will be 
oblained by fdllowinii our ilinerarv. 

b'rom Ihe eiili'aiiee yale i.ne sees : in froiil, llie ruins of the church: In Ihe 
lell, Ihe C.aslle, conlaininij Ihe museum. ThcwlKde is quile ini|iosin,e. 

.1/ (( ninilriiilr iiucc. nnc lukry. iltr mini dm Ihr rii/hl nj Ihr i/alr) ii'lurh leads 
III Ihr piinih. .\jlrr Iminnij i/nnr rnnnil Ihrin llimiiiih Ihr rnrhanlinij srrnerii, 
nj irlurli Ihr pitnlnijmjih hrlnir i/i!>rs snnir film. Ihr mail runs Ihroni/h inimillnnds 
and briniis nnr harh- In Ihr hii/h-mml nj Frnirnnnnillr. anil dntnn Ihis iinr 
liirns In Ihr Ir/I. 

( )n Ihe (ilhcr siile of Ibis road sprcatls the seeoml portion of the domain 
ol Chaalis : Ihc 1 'esert. which formerly belont!cd lo llie park of lirmenonville. 
Ill the neii^hbourhood of this jiark. il consists of a lovely, wooded land- 
scape, with Iwo ponds in the liaekiiround. At the other extremity there is a 
ercat eoiitr„sl, for ;in arid slrelch of land, Ihe " Sea of Sand ", faces Ihe 
ponds of Chaalis. 

't'he Desert, like the park of Ermeno;tv-|!e, Uenis with memories of 
,lean-,!acciues I^ousscan (.see /). ; J). 

Skirling Ihr imnils nj Ihr Dr.irrI nnr arrivrs al lu'menonville (40 kii..). 

The Castle, which belongs lo I'rinec Radzivill, is on the left of the road: 
((7 ixnnl njirn In I'isilnr.':). 'I'he park (nprn lo Ihr jiablir nn Sundays, 'riiursilaijs 
and hnlidai/s}, is on the rii^bl. 

The castle was occupied in September 191-1 by German stall oflieers who 
contented themselves with pilhiHinK the wine cellar. 
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'I'lu' |i;irl< (if I'lrnu'iKJin illi: w ;is (lesiL;iU'(l I y I lir .\l;ii'(|iiis ilc ( iirardiii. 'I'liis 
iinlciil discipli' III' .!.-.!. I Iuussimu, iliil liis uliiinsl Id iiiiikc llir purl; ;iii 
illuslr;ili(jii ()! Ilic |)liilus(i|)h('i'',s work. In Hie |iiii'l wliicli ikiw |>('i'(:iins Id 
C.liiuilis, Ihc lUVscrl, lie claiiiK'il lo lupicnlucc in niinuiUnr llir Alpine huulscn- 
IH'S \vlnn\' writ' Iniil Uic scenes nl' Julie nil la SiiiiwHv llrlnisr. This luiichinL;' 
\V(nsliii suececileil in ilispellint^ Ihe niisnnllirii|)\' nf llcnissenu, wluj was 
li\'in,n in I'ai'is, in ;;l(iinny snlil mle. Me aecepleil I lie Ma r( pi is' linspilallly and 
sellled ilnwn al lu-inrinniN ille nn l!ie lidlli (if AlaN'. 1 77.S. On Uie 'Jnd ol' 
dnl\' lite ■' man nl naUiiH' " passed a\\a\' anddsl li'ees. iinwefs and birds. lie 
was linried in llie Isl ind nl' I N)|dai"s ( I'ile des I'eupliers, \ iew helnw) llial one 
ealelies sii;lil of on llie liijhl nl llie road, in llie middle ol' Ihe pond, when 
mie I'eaehes liie le\el of Ihe eeiilre id' Ihe caslle. Ilonsseau's iiiriiienee on 
his ecnUn'>' was immense and Tor a Imii.'; lime his lonih was llie qoal ol' 
uni\'ei'sal | ilLnamaue. The philosojdua''s remains are no limi^ei" al hj'me- 
innnille: Ihe ('onvenlion had tlHan exhnmed and Iransh'rred lo Ihe I'an- 
Iheoii. 

Criiss llir I'ilhi'jr, Iciiviiifi llir shilin- nj J.-. I. Itniifi^ciiii on llic Ifjl, iiii I tnhrn 
al Ihc /o/i iij llir hili lurii In llir It'll. luiiir Liloiiirlrrs ftirHiir on is llii l'U-\sis- 
Jli'lli'i'illi' Sriiool III Ai'Idlion. I'roni llirrr ijo slniiijlil on. 

M Saint-Souppleto, dl ihf hniiirliin.: ojl ol lliv load ivilli lliiil ol Danuiiarlin 
( W l:in.), slaiids Iho lielle-hlee inn, whieh was Ihe seeiie ol' an inle|-eslini> 
exploil : a ('.ennan oflieer and abonl 15 men had slaved in Ihe inn afler the 
eNaiaialion ol Sainl-Soupplels, when a I'reneh palrol, eomposed (d' Serjeant 
VanneLol and six men. enlered. 

The oHieei' immcdialelx' lired al Ihe serneanl. hnl missed. The laller 
Ihen li'anspiereed him willi a haNCiiul llirrsl ard Ihe resi of llie (ieiman 
Iroop were killed or pnl lo llii^lil. 

.W I '(' lie lion I ('/■/ •.l;ni.) I urn lo llir Irjl iijlrr llir loion-hall. 'I'lir roiiililr.ii mils 
loiiiinl.i .Mriinr. iiiviiiij ii bninlilnl lurii' ol llir loion. ilonunulnl hij il.< Ciillir- 
ilral. In Mriin.v irr luni lo Ihr Irll lo t/o iiiiiirr llir hriilijr iin I arrivr al llie 
C.allinlnil {li'i 1,111.) (.see iiliin inlrrvalolrd ourrlraj). 




MEAUX 



(Sec plan intercalated opposite.) 
SIGHTS WORTH SEEING 



the Cathedral (p. VTSti), llie Old Mills (p. SI). 

The Old Bisiioi'"s P.vl/ ci: anil its i^ai-iUii (p. 80-81), 



Xul to Ijc missed 

Of great interest 
the Old CnAPTi;p. tlousE (p. SO). 

WalUs : Ihc TiiixiT.\iHLs, the BnuLiovAr.n Jf.ax-Rosr. skirlins the rani- 
pai'ls, 

ORIGIN AND GREAT HISTORICAL EVENTS 

^Icaux was the centre of a little Gallic nation : the Mihli — the inhahi- 
tants of Meaiix are called ^leldois — and afterw.irds tlie cajntal oflSrie. It 
was joined to the royal domain in 1281. 

Religious lite was always very active in Mcaux : six asscniLlics of pielatcs 
were held there trom the ixth to the xnitli centuries, andtwo in the xvith cen- 
tury. 

It was the treaty ol Mcaux. in 12'2;i. which put an end to the Crusade 
against the Albigeois. .\t tlic time of the Reformation, the religious wars in 
that region became extremely violent. In the xviith century, the diocese 
became famous on account of its bishop Bossuet. who was called the Haglc 
of Meaux. 

The town was tid^cn and set lire to several times in the course of its trou- 
bled history. 

In 135S, the peasants in revolt, wlio were called the .7aciyn.',s. were cut to 
pieces below the walls by the French and English nobles. 

MEAUX IN 1914 

II ppkr now ti;an in 1814 ;ud 1S70, Meaux escaped the horrors of invasion ; 
it was only crossed by some (ierman patrols. A few shells fell in the fau- 
bourg Saint-Xicolas and even in the neighbourhood of the Cathedral but 
no serious damage was done. 

The British troops in retreat crossed the town on the 2nd and 3rd ol 
September and blew up the ;\Iarkct bridge (view below) also the footbridge, 
further down stream; the floating wash-houses which might have served as 
pontoons had been siuik. 

13.000 out of 1-1. 000 inhabitants left Mcaux with the civil authorities. The 
bishop, Mgr ^larbeaiL showed great energy in organising lielp for those who 
renuiined in the town and tor the wounded that poured in after the 5th of 
September. In spite of the existing circumstances a Tc Dciim wa . sung in 
the Cathedral for the election of the pnpc Henoit X\'. 
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Cathedral of Saint-Etienne (liislorical iiionuiiK'lit) 

Beaulijiil jKuiorama jrnm the hip aj Ihr bfljrii. Tii I'isil. apply 
lo Ihf vcryi'r {f/ralnitji}. 



The building of the 
Cathedral was beHun at 
the end of llie >;iilh cen- 
tury and eon t i 11 u ed 
unlil llie .Willi. It has 
jusl been eoniiiletely res- 
tored. 

The left t o w e r, I h e 
only one eoinpleled, lias 
no spire. Thai on llie 
right is ealled the Illaek 
Tower, beeausc ol lis 
covering ol slates. The 
facade is in the deco- 
rated G'illiic style. .\ 
lieauliful rose window in 
the middle, dominates 
the three doorways. 

The middle doorway 
and that on the right are 
sunnounled by acute 
triangular gablels; thai 
on llie Icll. of a more ob- 
tuse ogi\e, is placed 
under an arch in acco- 
la<le. The church is pre- 
ceded by a parvis 
dating from ir.ln, which 
is reached by means of 
8 steps. 

The stone used in the 
present building has, un- 
fortunately, very little 

resistance and is wcathei-worn. In Ihe course of the revolutions witnessed 
|i\- the old Cathedral, mutilations were added to the diimage caused by 
weather. 

'llie three rows of staluettes which adorn each porch are much spoilt, as 
are the bas-reliefs which decorate the tympanum. 

The great statues which filled the niches have disappeared. 





vCnllircl 




.{flcr having viewed 
llie west facade the loii- 
risl. I^ecpinj to the riglU 
of the Cathedral should go 
and tool; at the Lioxs' 
Dt)oR\\"\v, Avhicli is on 
Ihe south front. 

Tills xiiith century 
doorway, restored in tlie 
xixlh by Viollet-lc-Duc. 
takes its name from the 
LSargoyles. represent In i; 
lion^, which flank it. 
It is a reproduction of 
the southern doorway of 
Notre-Dame dc Paris. 

Entering the Cathedrat 
I'g the Lions' Doorwai], 
the tourist will be struck 
by the lightness and 
the richness of tlic de- 
ciiration of the interior, 
which has Keen subjected 
to extensi\ c restoration. 
Tlic great height ol 
the aisles is noticeable. 
It is explained by the 
existence, in the original 
church, of vaulted gal- 
leries "which were raised 
above the aisles, as in Seiilis and Xotre-Dame de Paris. These galleries 
disappeared in the great transforn]atioiis which took j)lace at the end of 
the xiith century and the aisles therefore remained notably super-elevated. 

The TOMB OF THE E.^GLE OF 

-Mfaux is in the choir, on the 
right, marked by a tablet of 
lilack marble. 

The PUI.PIT (see on the right 
in the opposite view) was made 
fioni some oi the panels from 
the old pulpit where preached 
the great Bossuct. The bisliop 
of Meau.x, in spite of his cares 
at Court, worked very ei:cr- 
getically in his diocese and 
preached in Ihe Cathedral 
many sern\ons which lacked 
none of the inspiration that 
shone through the magnificent 
discourses delivered, during his 
career as a preacher. L'c'ore llu 
royal audience. 

lie n;aintained 'trict .lisci- 
pline amongst the clergy and 
religious orders under 1 is juris- 
diction. His contests \\\\.\\ the 
.\bbess of .fouarre went as far 
as a forcible sei.zure of the 
-Md'cv building's. 
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TliP opposiU view shows 
I h c fur 111 ei' c lul of the 
TRANSErT, to which corres- 
ponds the Lions' Door on 
t)ie exterior. The decora- 
tion liere is particularly ricli. 

Above the transept lose a 
hcautifu! spire in lini!>er- 
worlc covered \\itli lead, I ut 
as it was in a very precarious 
condition it was found neces- 
sary to demolish it in 1010. 

On the left of the view one 
sees the commencement of 
the choir, the execution of 
which sjiows to what hcinhls 
of li,ujitnes5 and jjoMiiessof 
ronstruetion Gotliic archi- 
tecture had arrived. Tile 
walls between the piers are 
liollowed out by piiac- 
ings and mouldings; it is 
a miracle of equilibrium. 

Originally the clioir Imd 
only three chapels. Two 
intermediary chapels were 
added in the xivth century. 

IV/jcn makinij llic lour oj 
ilir choir the visitor will see, 
o|ie.iingonthe norlhinto tlie 

courtyard of the old CJiapler House, the lieaufilul I'orte IMaucarni, dating 
from the xvth century. Tlie name of Alaugarni (a gaoll)ird hanged on this 
spot in 1372 by order of the baililf of Meanx) came down to jiosterily by 
reason of the long lawsuit tliat the Cha|!lei' of [lie Cathedral brought against 
the baililf because of this execution carried out iji ecclesiastical precincts. 

Almost directly in front of the Porte Maugaroi, with its back to the choir, 
is a white marble statue representing llie kneeling figure of a young knight 
I'hilijjpe de Castille. In IGO?,, his " " " 

father founded the barefoot order 




of 

Notre-Dame-de-la-,Mcrei. The slalue 
comes from the church belonging to 
the Convent of that Order. 

Beside the door is a stone figuie of 
Christ of the xvith century. 

Oiie can also see in tl-e second 
chapel, beyoiid the great doorway in 
the north aisle of the nave, the group 
(in high relief) of the Visitation 
(xviith century) and thepictureof the 
Adoration of the Wise Men, attribut- 
ed lo Philippe de Clianipaigne. Tlie 
synmietrical chajiel, on the soulh, 
contains the tombstone ol Jean liose 
aiid his wife. Jean Itose was one of 
the great bourgeois of .Meaux in the 
xivth century. His name was given 
to> one of the boulevards of t'le town. 

At [he entrance to Ike nave, the 
xviith. century organ, is su|iporled by 
beautiful arcading. 
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Rossuet's :\Ionumi;xt, the work 
.,f tlie sculptor Dubois (1907), stands 
ill tlic no'rlh aisle, near the main 
LTilrance. 

At (he foot of the pedestal, on the 
riuhl. arc represented Turenne and 
M'' de Lavallicre, converted by 
RossueL; M"' de Lavallicre appears 
in the .yarh of a nun. It will be re- 
membered how. artcr:\l'"-deMontes- 
iian had replaced her in the favour of 
Ihe kins; Louis XIV, she withdrew to 
Ihc convent of the Carmelites, under 
the name of Sister Loiiise delaMiseri- 
corde. On the left are Henrietta of 
I'ranec, Queen of I^ngland, whose 
luncral oration was delivered by the 
Eagle of Meaux, and the Llauphin, 
whose tutor Bossuet had been. 

IJeb.iiid the pedestal is a bust of 
Ihc Great Conde. Bossuet was his 
friend, and frequently visited him in 
his beautiful castle of Chantilly and 
often received bim at the Bishop's 
Palace. His death inspired the 
KaLilc of >leaux with one of his most 
niapnilicent funeral orations. 



The old Chapter House (historical monument) 



I rarini! Ihr 



Cal!i- 



Ira) by ll>c 
ll;c fiifntmc 



rrst ,!onr. 
tu wlii'jh !•< 




r.c walks inla the cnurlyard oj 

nn titc right nf the s^/uarc. At 

the further end of the 

courtyard is the old 

Cliapter blouse. 

This old dwelling place 
of the Canons of Ihe 
Cathedral dates from 
the xiiitli century. 

It is in course of res- 
toration. Its curious, co- 
vered, outside staircase, 
which is well seen in the 
opposite view, is well 
known to archaeologists. 
AVe have seen further 
back, in the case of the 
Porte Maugarni, how 
vehemently the canons 
defended their preroga- 
tives. 



The old Btchop's PalQce 



The old Bishop's ralixe, th: courtyard front of which faces the Cathedral, 
dates from the xiith century and was altered in the xvitb and xviith. On 
the ground floor are two fme, vaulted, xnth century rooms. An inclined 
plane leads to the second floor. According to tradition, one of the bishops 
had it made that he might go up to his rooms without dismounting from 
liis mule. 
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Amongst the 1 1 r s t 
floor rooms are those 
of Marie-Antoinette and 
the liing. Meaux was 
indeed a lialting place 
for Louis XVI and tlie 
royal family on their 
re Uirn from Varemies. 

The king's room was 
also occupied by Napo- 
leon I when he came 
back from tlie Russian 
campaign. 

The town of Aleaux is 
now establishing a mu- 
seum in the buildings 
of the Bishop's Palace. 

Tlie norlh front looks over a pretty garden, laid out by I.e Notre (io 
be seen on Thursdays and Sundays. On other days apply to the lodge- 
l;ee]icr in the entrance eourl-yard. Gratuity.) 

At the end of the garden on the ramparts datijig from the Middle Ages is 
a terrace. It is reached by a covered staircase placed at the north-east 
angle. From there one has a beautiful view of the garden, the Bishop's 
Palace and the Cathedral (view above). 

On the terrace stands a little pavilion known as Bossuet's Study. The 
great bishop liked to work there, and often, by way of relaxation, took a 
walk along an avenue of fine yew trees which was near by, on the ram- 
liarts. 

The Old Mills 

After visiting the Bishop's Palaec we go llirough the rue Martimprey io 
the banks of the Marne. 

The view is extremely picturesque; on one side ai'c the mills which dam 
the river : on the other is the beautiful IJromex.vde des Trinit.vires, with its 
old poplars. The mills shown in the view below were rebuilt in the xvith 
century. The other side of the buildings looks on to the Market bridge 
(view p. 76). These buildings, in spite of their age, wilhstood the blowing 
up of the bridge in 1914. 

.Slightly downstream are the modern mills of I'Kchellc, which replaced 
mills similar to those of the Alarket bridge, burnt in 1X-13. 



THE OJ.D 

nrsiinps' paiace 




("'LD MM-I.S 



xotp: 



The toui' indicated lj\" us in the following 
pages, for the \ i^it iv the ( )urcq battle- 
field, starts from Meanx aiul f^li^hes there. 

The second \'olunie. that we de\'ote to the 
liattle of the Marne : ■ The Marshks of Saint- 
(tuxd ' . take^ the tonri^t from Meaux through 
the \alle\' of the Grand Morin. Pro\"in>. 
.Sezamie. La I■~ere-Gllaml)enoi^e. to Cdlalon^- 
^ur-Marne. and ^llo\\■^ the operatiruis of the 
Briti-li Arnu- anii of the Jtli and oth 
French Armies. 



VISIT 

to the 



OURCO BATTLE-FIELD 



(jth-ijtli SepteiiibL-r I'jil) 
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CHAUCONIN 



FROm IV1EAUX TO MARCILLY (28 km.) 

(See plan intercalated between p. 82-83) 

Via Chal-coxin, XEurMOXTiEr.s, Mo^tuyos, Phnciiard, Ciiamcry, 

Barcy 

Starl from Mcaiix in fronl o/ the Cathedral. Go down the rue Saint-Bemy, 
pass under the raihvaij bridge, then turn to the left and lake the .V 3 for about 
-' k:n. Turn to the right in front of a beet-root factonj and follow the road 
planted with plan' trees which leads to Chauconix (-1 km.). 



nUUNT MOL"^-L^ 



Cir.^LXONIN 




After havin.u liad a jieep at the little countr,\- clmrch, we lake a tew steps 
alnim ihc path shown in the aljove view. The houses which border it still 
show traces of the incendiary fires of September 1914. The Germans occupied 
the village for a few hours on the 5th, just long enough to pillage the dwellings 
and partly burn them by mearis of grenades flung on to the roofs and sticks 
of resin thrust under the doors. 

Having crossed the villa'je. we tiavc before us llic buildings and high chimneii 
of the Profjlt Farm, situated at Neufmontlero. Tal;e the road wluch leads 
to it. On reachim^' the level of tlie farm some Frexcii .ixd Gerjiax gr.aves 
(of which a view is given below) will be seen, to the right of the road. 




The German L'rave is on llie left, isolated. It is marked by a black cross 
on which is painted tlie letter .\. In the background can be distinguished 
the wooded heitilils nf I't-nchard, in the conquest of wliicli fell the French 
and Moroccan scddiei's in-re l)uried. 



NEUI'irdXTIP.IlS 
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In IroiU o[ tlic. 
.graves is uiic of 
the entrances of 
I he I'HOi riT FAri>r. 
'J he view opposite 
sliows a part of tlie 
courtyard. Tliis 
line farmstead luul 
ticeu marlied down 
and condemned in 
advance, 

'I'lie Germans 
li a d themselves 
specially led there 

from Cliauconin. They looted llic fanner's honse; near the saf 
one of the slceleton keys willi which tlicy tried to force il. 

They Ihen Orcd the stahles and barns, wlici-e nearly 2().00i 
straw made a gigantic blaze. 




e was ff. 
liiindk 



n n d 
s of 




Skirii/ig Ihe ivalls 0/ the janri, the road Ircvh lo the CnuRcii where the Ger- 
mans installed an ambulance dru'ing their short occupation of Septendjer .jth. 
The inhabitants who remai)icd in the village we/e comniaiulcered and had 
to ca.rry in tlie German wounded, on ladders, from the surrounding neigh- 
bourhood. 

On the luorning of the (dh, tlie Frencli rc-occiipicd Ncufmontiers and cap- 
tured the ambu- 
limce [view above). 

T he p p s i t e 
photograph, taken 
i 11 t h e C h u r c h 
Scjnarc, shuv.-. a 
few of the Germ.an 
l)risoiiers amongst 
some French sol- 
diers; several of 
Ihe latter arc wear- 
ing pointed hel- 
mets takenfrointhe 
heaps of tropliics 
in front of them. 




sr, 



v[LM;r.oY 



niinninr, bflivccn llie Profit Form and Ihe cluiuli. the road ^hj]-es down In the brook, U 
on is Ihf spot from which the pAxoEA>rA A seen below Hi '.. km.l Avas tiikfii. eiiiliracing the 

The advanuc Kuard ot the ivth German reserve corps hart placed its artdlcry in the 
mils had advanced ii:to the phiin. utilising' Ic P.utel and tlic Neufmonticrs to Iverny road 




A. Panorama of ^Ionthyox, 

September, at noon, from Montliyon at a French battery wliich was coming out of 
of the o.lth division tried their hardest to push the Germans back beyond Monthyon, 
I lie Moroccan brigade attacked the heights of Penchard and crrried them with the 
niontiers and f.hauconin. wliicli the Germans occu])iert. This occupation only lasted a few 
7th corps fuillur norlli. aljaTidonecl their formidable positions at ^tonthyon — Penehanf 
possession. 



JF \ILLER 




seems 
now f 



to ha\-e beeii the one 
amous : 



lie 



Continuing on the road to 
VUleroy we come, after about 
2 km., to the gee.^t grave 
of which a view is given op- 
posite. It contains the bodies 
of numerous officers and 
men who fell in the surround- 
ing fields. At the exi renie end 
ot the grave on the right is 
liuried the well known wTiter, 
Charles Peguy. whose death 
lesired wlien writing the following lines. 



llr-urrux i-riix qui -uiit ijiOrN ilaii.- li - j^r:-[iiili'- liLUaillf- 
Couch.>s .li-^,ii> 1,1 <ul ;i 1.1 Iaf<- ilr- Died. . 
Heiireu.x eeux qui ^out iiiOrt> ]iO!ir Ifnr air.- or liur ft'ii 
Kt Ics pauvri-s homifiirs 'le> maison.; pati-rnellf--.. 
Hc'iiroii.x cfwx qui .fi.nt iuon.~. car it-; ..^onT rotourm'^ 
Dans la liroiiiirrr .ir^ile I't la iirfiiiit-rr tcrrc. 
Hi-urfiix 1-..IIX qui iiul ni'>rt< rlaus unt- Ju^tr- ■,Mu.rrp. 
Hi-uniix lr~ .'-pi- luur- i 1 h-^ Mi's in...is-onU('-.-. 

.1/ tlir f.^rl; 01 the rn':d which comes alter the graue go to the right towards 
h'crnij. It is within 2t.U yds. of these cross-roads, in the field on the left 
of the road, th.at f.ientenant F'eguy was killed, —shot through the head while 
standing amidst his soldiers of the 27i;th. whom he had ordered to lie down. 
On aniving at li'ernij. turn to llic right towards Monthijon. At the entrance to 
thia village, near the farm de I'Hopital, there is a little pond where the 
cases of shells abandoned by the Germans were emptied ( View on 
following page). 



MOXTIIYON 
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Rulcl, which it crasscs. Al the lurk nj Ihc roml, lurii hi Ihc rit/ltl. A Inindral ijarih jurlhrr 
Held of aclioii of the 5lh day of Sepleuiber. 

derlivities of Ihe hcislils ot j\Ioi]tli\-on and I'eiiclund; the iiitimlry frooiis and machine 
as iiilrenchnients. Tlie tirsl cannnn sliot of the Ijattle of llie Maine was fired on the 5th of 



IIiiIIlI fr Pill ?\L'UlLIlylLli(,T5 Ifi'iglllS I 

J l.i Iveiny l.o llulcl I'uii-liu-,: 



r 



jgscB^iri 




Penchard, Neufmontiers 

Iverny, and Itilled the captain. Tlje fight was sangninaiy all that day. The troops 
but were stopped on the plain by the terrible fne of the machine guns. At the sa nietime 
bayonet, but it could not maintain its position there and was forced back behind Neuf- 
hours for during the night the German troops, threatened with being outflanked by the 
and the outposts at Neufmontiers — Chauconin. The next morning the Frencli took 



These cases belonged to the three batteries of 77's which were estab- 
lished on the right of tlie road behind the farm buildings, in a depression 
of the ground. We have seen above that these batteries started the can- 
nonade which began the battle of the Marne. Marked down by the French 
batteries, they liastily abandoned the position. 




POXli WHLilp: 

THE atRMANi 
THUtW 
'JIIElH SHLLry 
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MONTIIYON 



Leaving the pond on the riuhl ive follow the road to IJie hit wliieli hrinr/s 
us to the picturesque villai/e of IVlonihyon (15 Av)?.). 

Despite tlie cUtTerence in spelling, it was the patriiiiuiiial lief of the cele- 
brated philanlhnipist Barnn de .Montyon (1733-1820), founder of several 
prizes for f^ood conduct and literature awarded yearly in solemn session by 
the Institut de France. 

We have seen that .Monlhyon, attacked without success on the 5th by the 
French, was on the Cth abandoned t)y the Germans. General de Lauiaze 
established his headcjuarter? there. 

Arrii'ed at the chnnh, turn to the rii/Iit and deseend towards the highway 
from Saint-Souppleli to Peneharel 

Half-way down the slope ^Ye notice, on the left, a villa which overlooks 
ill the countryside and where the French Stall had a first-rate observatory 
during thos; hard days of Septenitier. 

The view below, taken from the upper bah'jny, shows a corner of the 
vast panoraina seen from there. 



TlIF PL.VIX 
.\T THE FiJUl 
OV MO-NTHY(lN 



n 




At the joot of llie slope turn to llie riiilil Inivoids Peneharel and follow the 
railway lines on the road. 

Two kilometres from there, on the left, an avenue planted with trees 
leads to the Viri.A Automxm. bclon^ini^ to M. Charles lienoist, memlier of 
the Institut and deputy of Paris. 

There the Germans installed an and)ulance which rcceiveil the wounded 
of the hrst battles witli the ^loroccans at Pejichard. 

Those who succumbed, among them several ofliccrs, were buried in the 
garden of the estate. 

The Moroccans captured the ambulance when they i-etook possession of 
Penchard. 

The villa had been ransacked: the most highly appreciated trophy was 
the owner's peaceful academician's sword. 

At tlic entrance lo Penchard (19 km.), keep to Ihe riijli! us far cei llie Town-liall 
Sejuare, wlierc the motor can be left. 

By the load which skirts the Town-hall on the riijht (al-onl Irl yds. from there 
and goinr/ past llie elmret)) we reach the edge of the Penchard woods where the 
view on Ihe following page was taken. The tourist who enters these woods 
for a walk or a rest will lind graves here and there, the last traces of the 
furious battles that were fought there. 



ri-.NCiiAiin 



8!) 



Pcncliard was aUaekcd tlic lirsl lime on (lie fiUi iiT Srpleinlicr liy^Uie 
Moroccan brigade, which came from tl^ic (^haueoiiin — Ncul'inonticrs line over 
whicli the tourist has already travelled. The strusgle was a desperate and 
particularly bloody one on the edge ol the woo<l where slands the reader, 
as also in the (gardens otlhe ncighlKiuring houses. The jMoroccans had the 
advantage in this hanil-to-hand I glit and towards noon succeeded in taking 
the \illage, which they held for several hours uridei' a violent boinbaidnienl. 

13ut we know that during this lime Ihe ri,')lli division's allai'k lui Abuillnon 




had failed and the ;\Ioroccans, unsupporled on Iheir left, had to willidraw 
beyond Chauconin — Xeufni on tiers. 

On the 6th, the brigade, renewing ils elToits, found I'enchard evacuated 
and went on to the village of Chamliry, towards which the tourist will now 
direct his steps. 

When leaving I'enchard Ihe (iernuins ])oslcd several sjiies in the woods, 
their mission being to signal the ])osilions ol Ihe brencl; Iroops ami aitillery 
to the aviators. 

Oni of them w"as caught and shot ;d the enhance to Ihewoodon the 8thin 
the evening. He wore the Red Cross armlel. On hin'. were fuundpennons and 
rockets which he 
used for signalling. 

We m"sl relracr 
our steps as far as 
(lie fork of Ihe road 
at Iheenlranee to the 
riltai;e and take the 
road that runs to the 
liijhl. 

Immedialetij after 
this we come to the 
erossivays of three 
roads; we fottow the 
middle one whieh 
goes towards Cham- 
brij. 

We arrive at the 
MoNUME.NT called 
DES QuATRE-RouTES because it is placed at the crossing of Ihe liarcy to 
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CIIAMERY 



.Mcaux road ^Yitll 
I h a t from P e n - 
cliard to Cliambry. 
This moiiiiment 
was raised Iby the 
engineers, liy order 
of General Gallieni, 
to t hi e memory 
of t li e A r m y o f 
I aris. 

Rvery year, coni- 
lueniorative cere- 
monies take place 
at Meaux and on 
the neighbouring 
battlefields, parti- 
cularly at the mo- 
n u m e n t of the 
Quatre-Routes. 
The opposite view 
was taken in Sep- 
tember 1916. The 
bishop of Arras, 
Mgr Lobbedey, who 
some hours earlier 
preaclied a touch - 
in g sermon from 
Bossuet's pulpit in 
the Cathedral of 
Jleaux, is here seen 
placing the trico- 
lour flag at the foot of tlie Monument. 

At the crossinij 0/ the Qualre-Roiilrs, Ihc lourisl coming jrom Penchard 
coilinues straiglit on to Chanibrij which is seen a hUlc luvtiier on, in a hollow 
(see photograph bi'hnv). 

Chambry i22 km.) is one of the points of llie Ficnch riulit where the fight- 
ing was fiercest. It was taken and retaken during tlic days of the 6th, 
'/ th and 8th ol September. Alternateiy liombardeil by the French 75's 
(which at Pcnchard and Montbyon had taken the jilace of the German 77's, 
driven from their first line) and by the light and heavy artillery tliat the 
Germans had cstablislied on the lieights of Yarreddcs and Gue-a-Tresmes, 
Chambry, as seen by the great number of new roofs. sulTered heavily. 

The Germans were thrown back from the western ridge of the hollow into 
the village, wbicli lliey were forced to abandon after violent hand-to-hand 
fighting i" tile slrects. They then cnlrcnched themselves 011 the east 
flank and particularly in the cemetery, which 15 seen in the view below. 





r.iiAMr.RV 
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AT I IIAMBHV 



Driven from Ihc cemetery, they fell bacl< on their cliief position, visible 
on the panorama H (|). 91), wlience they made obstinate counler-attacks. 
The soldiers of the ■l.'jth and 55th divisions fought for the ground foot by 
foot and finally remained masters of it, at the cost of heavy losses. 
Zouaves, Algerian sharpsliooters and foot-soldiers of the line vied witli each 
other in heroism during these terrible days. 

Having entered Chambri/. we cross the square leaving the main street on the 
lejt and go straight on. We thus turn round the village by the east, that 
is to say on the front that had to withstand all the German onslaught. 

The gardens which border the road contain several graves of soldiers wiio 
were killed in battle and buried where they fell. The upper photograidi 
shows one of these graves. .Some Algerian sharpshooters fell there, as 
is indicated by the crescent drawn on the tomb-stone placed at the head of 
the grave. The tricolour cockade pinned below is that of "I'Oiuvre du 
Souvenir"'. 

On the slope of the road, to the right, the Freneli troops had established 
a trench and some precarious shelters visilde on the photograph below. 

This chance installation at the beginniUL! of the war contrasts oddly with 
the scientific work Ih.al the struggle on fixed jjositions lias now made com- 
mon. It seems as tliough it could not have afforded anything more than 
moral protection 
against the German 
artillery, which for 
three days liddled 
the position with 
shellsof 77, lOSand 
even 150 calibre. 

The load foltoived 
t>g the tourist rejoins 
tlie main street, that 
was on his left as he 
entered the viltnge. 
■iOOgds. from here, 
on the I ighl, lies the 
cemetery of Cham- 
brij. Near the en- 
trance, on the left, is 
a little chapel, whose 
doors were riddled 
with bullets. It served 
filled up. 




as a temporary infirmary liUt was very (inickly 
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^^■e have already seen tlic imporlaiiee of the position licld liv llic Germans 
in the cemetery. 

Throimli embrasures picreefl in the walls, rifles and machine guns directed 
a tierce lire on the French troops as they advanced to attack, cominji up 
from Cliambry and Barcy. \Yhen tlie latter had taken the cemetery, they 
jnade use of its defences in llieir turn. Wlien tlie bombardment grew too 
\io)ent. Zouaves and fcotsoldiers took shelter in the trench outside the 
cemetery walls, visible in tlie photograph on the following page. A goodly 
number of these bra\e men remained there and took up the space that would 
have sufTiced for the dead of that small parish for many long years. 

The cemetery of Chambry has become a pilgrimage centre, livery year, 
in the month ot Sc|itcnil)cr, numerous delegations come to cover the little 
gra\es with Uowers. The i)hotograph below was taken in 191.5. In the 
middle of the crowd can be distinguished in the foreground, kneeling and 
leaning against the wire. Mar Chesnelong, archbishop ot Sens: behind him 
Mgr Marbeau. bishop ot >Ieanx. The lieutenant seen on the left is the 
.\bbe Dueoux who had just celebrated mass in the Cathedral of Meaux. 



i'hoto frOh, 
I'lHiinlrat!, „ 
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CHAMnnv 




On leaL'infi the Ccniclcr,i, one sees in front, on the slope of Ihe road, the 
remains of the trenches dug by tlie l-'renth to protect themselves against 
counter-attacks from the heights of Varrccldcs. 

FoUoiving the road, one soon sees the harrowing sight of the Plateau 
of Chambry — Barcy, covered with graves. On tlie right especially, in 
the fields which were crossed by the troops rushing to tlie attack from 
the hill visible on the photograph below, one can reconstitute the progression 
of the lines under fire by glancing along the succession of graves. 

The principal line of the German defeuee during the days of the 7th, Sth 
an 1 dth of September was established on a position leading from Etrepilly 
to Varreddes, well shown on panorama B (p. 95). The height shown on 
the pjiotograph below formed its soulhern extremity and its most salient 
point. Trenches had been made there, supplied with machine guns and 
supported by batteries of 77's. 

One realises what energy the French troops needed to advance thus over 
absolutely uncovered ground, under dropping fire. Several attacks were 
unavailing; one of them reached the trenches, but the Germans, who had 
every facility for bringing up their reserves, which were keyjt sheltered 
in the dccli\ity on the other side of t!ie hill, thrust the French back on 
Chambry. 

At last, on the 9th of September, the Germans having begun their 
retreating movement. Zouaves, Moroccans and foot-soldiers hustled their 
rearguards and descended in pursuit of tliem into tlie hollow' of Varreddes. 




91 BAIiCY 

Conliniiing en the same road the tourist arrives at a bi/arcation. He goes to the left 
This panorama shows the objective ot the French right during the days of the 7th, Xth 

followed by a road bordered here and there with poplars. This road was filled with trenches 

they could be reached. 

The supporting artillery was in the middle distance, on the Trocy Plateau and the sides 




B. Panorama of the 

The .55th reserve division, tlie 45th Algerian division and the Jloroccan brigade hurled 
attaclved Etrci)illy and the plateau which stretches to the north. The line fell on the 9th, 
divisions ") lay numbers ot dead who were buried, some where they fell, others in common 
this landscape of gentle undulations. 

In tlij view helnw, taken in front of one of these common grav;"~ on the 
plateau, appears the then English premier, Mr. Asquith, who was anxious to 
ni.ike tlu' Ourcq i)ilgrimage during one ot his visits to Paris. He is seen 
standing on the right of the road, near the spot from wdiere panorama B 
was taken. 

Arrivinrj at Baroy (2G km.) the tourist will see the site of the great 
commemorative monument which is to be raised by subscription after the 
V nr. .\t til' cross-roads near the entrance to the village, take the middle 
road which (joes througli Bareij and leads to the church. 

It was in the little square, opening out in front ot tlie belfry and the 
town-hall, that the seco'id pliotoyraph (reproduced ontlte followinij paeje)\\as 
taken, showing Mr. Asquith interrogating a litle village girl come to fetch 
water from the fountain. 



MK. ASQUITII 

VISITING 

THE 

BAITLEFIF.LD 
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BARCY 95 

towards Baraj and soon comes to n gronp 0/ poplars, whence the panorama B (below) was taken. 
and 9th of September. This was the little ridi^e which runs bclweeii litr(5|:illy and Varreddes, 
and machine guns whicli easily swept the uncovered ground that had to iJe crossed before 

of the Varreddes hollow. 



I'liJge frum IClrt^piUy lo V 




EthiSpilly-Varreddes line 

themselves against this redoutable position for three days, while the fiGlli reserve di ision 
but over the whole surface of this plain (which has been called " the Calvary ot the reserve 
graves. These graves with their flags waving in the wind give a \'critable grandeur to 



Behhid the fountain stands Colonel ITankey, secretary ot the Allies' War 
Council; beside him is tlie French officer who directed and expounded tlie 
visit; Rlr. Asquith is in the middle; to the right his son-in-law, and in 
the extreme right 'Mr. O'Brien, Sir Edward Grey's colleague. 

On the 4th ot September Barcy was the headc|uarters of a German divi- 
sion. .\ few people, among them the brother of Ihe bishop of Meaux, had 
been arrested near Varreddes, in Wgr Marbeau's car and taken before the 
General. This latter, announcing that he meant to keep their car, told 
them to inform the inhabitants of Meaux that on the morrow, at the same 
hour, his troops would be before Paris. But on the morrow i\faunoury's 
army had begun its flank attack and the day after that (the Gth) in 
the morning, Barcy was carried by the French troop-; arriving from 
Monthyon. 




MR. ASQUITH 
QUESTIONING 
A LITTI.U GIRL 
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Bavcy sorvod as slartiiig jioinl fui the assaults on Cliaiiibry and cii the 
line of d:fciuc of Etrepilly — Varreiidcs: very often also as a place for defen- 
siv.' Avithdrawa'.s. The lighting was desperate : on theOth ofSeplemberthe 
'i-lTith had nearly twenty officers, including the Colonel, out of action; the 
28'.Uh went U[) to the assault three times at the end of the day. 

l-^ir three days Ihe bumliardnient was tenific : the batteries of Etr^pilly, 

Varreddes and Gue-a- 
Tresnies rained shells on the 
village and its approaches. 
Tlie churJi suffered 
heavily, as shown by the 
]ihotographs on tins page. 
In the upper one is seen th? 
hole made by the heavy pro- 
jectile which brought down 
the bell shown in the fore- 
ground of Ihe second pho- 
tograph. Many houses, like 
those on the church square, 
still bear traces of the can- 
nona'lc. 

t'thers, less heavily dam- 
aged, have been repaired. 
Indeed, to look at the farm 
sleeping in tlie sunshine, as 
sho\Mi in Ihc view- on the 
following page, orie woidd 
never dream that it had 
lived throuah. such tragic 
da\5. 

The new roofmg of the 
liuilding rn tlie left is all 
there is to remind one that 
!t w;;s not spared bv the 
shells. 
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Following the road by 
which we arrined at the 
church, we go towards Mar- 
citlij. 

Before leaving Barcy, 
we pass the ceniclcry 
where are buried many 
officers and men who fell 
hi the neighbourliood of 
the village. 

The Germans entered 
marciliy on the evening 
of September 4 th and 
aliandoned it on the tith, 
in fear of the outflank- 
ing movement of the 7lh 
corps towards the north. 

The village was the cen- 
tre of operations for the 

Sfith reserve division. The photograph below shows General de Dartein's 
temporary hcadrjuartcrs beside a haystack, not far from the \illoge, 
whose church can be seen in the background. 

The tourist will have an occasion of seeing the objectives of llic division 
in detail when passing through Champfleury, Poligny, and Htrepilly. The 
struggle was very fierce and the bombardment incessant for three days. 

The road crosses Marcilli/ but we do not go beyond the church, which is a 
very carious one. with its squat tower and rustic porch {see following page). 
Beside it is the school where a light infantry sergeant, mortally wounded, 
still found strength enough to write on the blackboard : " The 2.'ird bat- 
talionLight Infantry, the 350th Infanlry aiidthe 361st Infaiitry have beaten 
the Prussians here. Vive la France 1 " 

The few inhabitants who remained in the village also remember 
one of the prisoners brought to the Fernet Farm, whose torn tunic gave 
glimpses of a woman's chemise, trimmed with lace and little blue ribbons. 

From the church square we turn back about 100 yds. andtcd;e, onlhelejt, 
the road to Fircpillij. 

At the end o/ the villuge is a gr.vve where foot-soldiers, light infantry and 
artillerymen are buried, — see photograph on following page. 
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\Vc soon arrire at (lie lop oj Ihe 
ridrjc which dominates Marciily. 

Tuniing round, the tcurist will 
ha\e a wide view of Barcy, Jlon- 
thyon and Penchard; passing to the 
otlier side of tlie ridge tie will see. 
lai the left, the prominent farms of 
Champfleury and Xongloirc. 

The view below was taken duringthe 
battles of September in a field on the 
right of the road. \Ve see a whole 
section, which thought itself in 
safety behind a haystack, 
destroyed by the explosion of a shell. 



SECTION' 
DECl.M.^TEl) 
BY A SHELL 
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FROM MARCILLY TO ETR^PILLY (45 km.) 

via PuisiEux, NoGEON, Acy, Htavigny, Betz, Acy, Vincy 

I'ltr^pilly is 4 Icm. from Marcilly by the direct route, but wc tal<e the 
tourist round a loop of 45 Icm. before rcacliing Etrepilly, so that he may 
visit the front of the French left wing. 

Arriving at a beetroot faclorij, we come to a forlc in tlie road and lake tticie/t 
liand branclj. Around this factory desperate battles were fought between the 
troops of the 56th reserve division (wdio, masters of IMarcilly, were trying 
to take Etrepilly) and the Germans wlio defended this advance guard of 
Iheir main position foot by foot. 

The road erosses ttie Tlieroiianne ; 50 yds. jurlher on, at tlic eross-roads, 
we ta!<e the road on the rir/Iit whieh rises towards tlie Farm ot Chainpfleury 
(5 km.). From this front, extending from tlie factory to the Champfleury 
farm, the 56th division made many attacks on the strong Ihio formed by 
1-Urepilly and the plateau whicli spreads out north ot the village, and shat- 
tered all the German counter-attacks. 
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Champfleury, very important by reason of its dominating position (as show 
in the above photograph), was vigorously defended but, after two unsuc- 
cessful assaults, it was finally carried by the French. There they were 
subjected for two days to a violent bnmljardment from Etrepilly, \'incy 
and Trocy, which made all their attempts to debouch both difficult and costly. 

The farm buildings suffered badly and the rooms of the farm-house were 
leduced to ruins by shells. 

The view below shows the facade; the officers seen in the photograph 
belonged to the staff of the 5Gth division who took the farm. The farmers 
had evacuated Champfleury at the beginning of S(ptembcr; when they return- 
ed they found in the billiard room (which was smashed to pieces) a 
jeering inscription signed by a German oflicer, regretting that 
they (the farmers) 
had not been there 
to take part in 
the cannoning 
performed on their 
table. 

To enter the farni 
follow a tittle lane on 
the right for about 
] 00 yds. It is very 
likely still possible 
to see the various 
seats hidden in 
the trees in the 
garden, which were 
used by the look- 
out men. 
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PUISIEVX 



From ChampPcunj the. road descends towards Puisieux. The view below 
shows thesituationol this village, in a foldol the ground. In the background, 
at the summit of the plateau, is seen the farm of Xogcon, which will be 
visited in the course of the excurfion. 

On the tourist's left, outside the limits of the photograph, is a depression 
beyond which, in a position symmetrical with Champfleury (sec panoramaB, 
p. 'ill) appears the farm of Xongloire. 

From the ])laleau on \Yhich this farm s'.ands the I'rcnch artillery liani- 
m.ered Champfleury and the I'ltrepilly posilion. 
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(111 Ihr riuhl. als.i outside the ph(d(igraph. is Ihe faum of Poligxy, 
ti'ivai'ls irliii h irr :/<:. lurnimj to the riijhl, in Paisieux, inln the rue de I'oliijnii. 
The \iew Inlnw was taken from the Poligny road in September 1914. In 
it are seen guns, cartridges, and uuichine-gun belts abandoned on the battle- 
field, and a French drum, which latterdoubtless sounded thechargewhcn the 
troops of the 7th corps, slarting from Puisieux. went to attack the farm, 
supported by the .5Gth division coming down from Cham])fleury 

The ■•trug'.^le wasilcsperale.for I'liligiiy. like Champfleury. was an advanced 
piisitinii n[ the N'incy — Elre]iill>- line, and the Germans defended it to 
tile utmost. Before leaving thev sel it on lire. 
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The view below sliows lo what a lamentable comlition this lar.Lje farm was 
reduced by bombardment and incendiarism. 

Only a part of the courtyard can be seen here but all the buildings belong- 
ing to the farm, including the beetroot factory, are in the same state. 

From Poligny, the Germans fell bad; on their positions on the litrcpilly 
Plateau, which is in the background of the photograph, and the farm became 
a valuable point of support for the 7th French corps. 
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The German battery defending Poligny could not withdraw in its entirety; 
the fire of the French 75's destroyed at least one of the fielil pieces, of which 
a pliotograpli is given below. 

After this visit the tourist will return to the Puisieux road (S ',; Am.) following 
the road he came bij, and cro't'i the village bij an S-shaped route, leaving the 
elmreh on the right. 

On the French front Puisieux formed tlie connecting point between the 
right ^group Laniaze) and the centre (7th corps). It received many shells 
from the batteries of 77's established on the Vincy — Ftrepilly line and from 
the heavy howitzers of the Trocv Plateau. 




GERMAN 
FIELD PXECE 
DESTROYED 
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JQO -NOGIlOX 

Having passed the church, the lowisl anii'cs at a liUle square, with several 
roads openinr/ inla it. lie tal;cs tlw one on tlic right which leads him to the 
plateau that doniiiialcs Puisieux on the norlh. (.)ii tlie left can he seen 
the distillery of I'osse-Martin : straight ahead is the Xof^eon ]-"arni with its 
beetroot factory. 

West of Fosse-Martix; in a room In the Castle of Bregy, the flag of the 
72nd, Thuringian regiment was found, abandoned 




The I-"rench ailillery, installed between Fosse-^^artin and Bouillancy 
maintained a terrific fight against the German batteries at Etavigny, Vincy 
and Trocy. Colonel IS'ivelle, future Generalissimo, commanded the 5th 
artillerj' regiment which had just done great deeds in Alsace and whose 
daring and enthusiasm shone forth anew on the plateau of Multien. 







Nogeon Farm was one of the principal centres 
of battle diiring the days of the 6th to the 9th 
of September. Taken by the French after a 
hand-to-hand fight, it was subjected to several 
counter-attacks supported by violent bombard- 
ments wliich completely destroyed it; but la- 
bour soon claims its rights and the view above 
shows the rebuilding in progress. 

From Nogeon, and the trenches around it, 
the troops of the 7th corps gained Acy and 
attempted to reacli Vincy. The progression 
towards this last position, over open ground 
swept by an intense cannonade, was particu- 
larly difTicult. Jlany actions took place at 
night. It was during one of these, in a bayo- 
net charge on the 7th of September, that the 
soldier Guillemard, having transpierced the otTi- 
cer standard-bearer, captured a flag belonging to 
the 36th Magdcbourg fusiliers, decorated with 
the iron cross in 1870. Guillemard received 
the Jlilitary medal from the hands of General 
Gallieni. 

The young fellow shook with emotion during 
the ceremony and the General said good-humour- 
edly : " Now then, embrace me and imagine I'm 
a pretty girl. " 
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From i\orjcon, 
Ihc mad descends 
to Acy- en-Multien 
(14 '._. km.) of which 
the slender sleeple 
can be seen. 

We cross the Ger- 
go g ne and go 
through the village, 
jollowing the High 
Street up to the 
XII th and xiiiLh 
century church, 
which is classed as 
an historical monu- 
ment. This church 
came practically 
unscathed througli 
the struggle whicli 
drenched the villag'ewitli blood. 

Acy's situation in the hollow of a valley 
robbed its steeple of all value as an obser- 
vatory, it was tlierefore respected by tlie ar- 
tillery on both sides. 

After glancing around the interior of the 
old church, witli its scjuat pillars, shown in 
the above view, ive go on along the High Street, 
passing the Town-hall. 

Opposite is a photograph of the Town-hall 
safe wliich was blown up by the Germans 
during their occupation of the place. 

A little further on is tlie eemclenj, in front 
of which is a big military grave. 

Acy's church-yard was niucli too small 
to hold all the heroes who fell on the terri- 
tory belonging to that parish. 

In front of tlie cemetery, on the other side 
of the road, stands the castle where the Ger- 
mans quartered themselves. 

The view opposite only gives a slight idea 
of the state in which it was found by its 
owners. 

The park was 
placed in a state 
of defence and the 
Germans made a 
tenacious resis- 
tance there. 

The tourist will 
now take the road 
in front of the ceme- 
tery, wliich skirts 
the castle railings; 
he will then turn 
to the left and 
follow the zigzag 
road which climbs 
the ^tavigny Pla- 
teau. 
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The above panorama was taken from the last turn of the climbing path 
and gives a good view of the valley in which Acy is built. 

Here we can follow the course of the battle : the French held 
the Xogeou Plateau, the Germans the valley and the heights where 
stands the tourist. Troops belonging to the 7th corps descended on 
Acy from Xogeon and came up in front of the village, others slipped 
along the Gergogne and made a flank attack. 

After furious fighting in the 
streets, in the castle grounds and 
in the little woods on the hillsides, 
the Germans were flung back from 
Acy on to the heights of Etavl- 
gny. They returned to the charge 
and in their turn drove the French 
back to the Xogeon I^lateau. 

The village thus changed hands 
several times and this terrible beat- 
ing backwards and forwards caused 
great losses on both sides. 

Continuing his road to Etavigny 
the tourist will go over the position 
that the Germans established on the 
plateau. 

The infantry and the machi)ie 
guns were entrenched along the 
road itself; the light and heavy 
artillery were in the hollow on the 
riuht. They showered shells on the 
French positions at Xogeon and in 
return received the fire of the bat- 
teries placed, as mentioned before, 
between Fosse-Martin and Bouil- 
lancy. 

Arriving at Etavigny (18 km.) 
one's attention Is at once drawn 
to the church, which sulTered ter- 
ribly. 
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The part iiliiycd in the 
battle Ijy tlic chuicli of 
Etavigiiy was very clille- 
rent from ttie passive one 
assigned to the church 
of Acy. Its dominating 
position afforded price- 
less views of the French 
lines to the observer in- 
stalled in its steeple. It 
was therefore by shells 
from the 75's that the 
church was damaged as 
shown in the views on pa- 
ges 104 and 105. 

Etavigny w as taken and 
retaken in the course of 
the battle of the Ourcq. 
The struggle was bar. I, 
the Germans making a 
desperate resistance, as a 
serious French advance in 
this locality would have 
meant the outflanking 
of their whole line. They 
succeeded in forcing the 
troops of the 7th corps 
oft the plateau. 

Taking the road on the 
right, beside the church, about 200 ijdf:. jurther on we come to the cemetery, 
which is in a state of upheaval from the bombardment. The photograph 
below was taken through one of the gaps. 

The windmill pump, on the left of the view, was riddled with bullets. 

From pAavignij the tourist can either return to Acij by the some road or 
follow the itinerari/ that we now give whicli forms a loop around the northern 
part of the battle field. In the first case, tlie distcuicc to Aci/ is 3 '-j km., in tlie 
second, 14 km. 

Starting again from tlie church along tlie road whicli crosses the village, continue 
straight on Icjwards Boullaiu-,. In this localilij keep turning to the left and 
take the road to Bet-. In the hollow on the left were placed the German 
batteries wliich joined in action with those of Etavigny. 

The road descends into a rather picturesque valley. Through it runs a little 
river, the Grivelle, which 
we cross, then go through An- 
tilly, turning to the right 
on entering and to the left 
at the fork in the road just 
after leaving the village. 
We arrive at Betz (2G km.) 
Turn to the left near the 
church. 

Betz did not sutler much 
from the guns but some of 
its houses were burnt by 
the Germans, notably the 
hotel du Cheval blanc, 
shown in the view on 
page 106 and which can 
still be recognised by its 
signboard. 
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The Castle was 
occupied by a Ger- 
man headquarters 
staff, -who left it in 
a deplorable state. 
DuriniT the pur- 
suit the French offi- 
cers had to abandon 
the idea of lodging 
there : one of them 
records in his note- 
book : " The Ger- 
man officers have 
left disgusting traces of their passage; \ye sec slices of melon, bearing the 
marks of their teeth, in the washhandbasins and enormous heaps of empty 
and broken wine bottles. " 

The tourist will cross Belz by the main street, which appears in the above 
illustration ; at the jurthcr end of the village he wilt go straight on and under 
the railway, leaving the road to Xanteuil-le-Haudoi"ix on the right. 

This last named town has not been included in the itinerary, although 
it played an important part in the ultimate manceuvre attempted bj- von 
Klilck, that of outflanking the French left wing. The paved road which 
leads to it is bad and the otlier roads by which one could rejoin the planned 
route are extremely rough. Below, we give a view of a corner of this 
battlefield. It gives some idea of the great plain which extends from 
Betz to Xanteuil, where the 7th and 61st French divisions resisted with 
desperate energy- the furious attacks of the IVth German corps. The dead 
horses seen in the photograph belonged to a French battery. The 7.5's, 
fully exposed, supported the foot-soldiers in their efforts almost until they 
came into actual contact with the enemy. 

After passing under the railwaij the road rises to the plateau and soon brings 
us near a commemorative monument, on the right {view on following page). 
Then througli the woods of Alontrolles. where the 61st division particularly 
distinguished itself on the evening of the 8th of September. "Worn out with 
fatigue, its reserve supplies exhausted two days before, it yet, by a supreme 
effort, succeeded in driving back the Germans. 
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Having passed Ihroiif/li 
Ihc woods of Mvnlrulh's, 
we soon come U> a fork 
and tale the road on the 
left. 

On tlie right are t'r.e 
heights of iilouillancy, 
wliere the French artil- 
lery was placed; on the 
left the plateau ot Eta- 
vigiiy on which were thj 
Gcrjnan balteries. 

A hollow, where uins 
a river, separates the two 
positions, between which 
the artillery duel was in- 
tense, preparing and ac- 
companying infantry as- 
saults which_succee(led one another fiom the (llli to the 9th of Septem- 
ber with alternate advances and retirements. 

The road then relurns to Acij, skirting tlie wall oj tlic Castle park. We 
again pass the churcli and, on leaving the village, cross tl\e Gergogne. Imme- 
diateli] after the bridge turn to the Icji towards Vincy (35 'i km.). The ])hoto- 
graph below shows that this village also sulTered from incendiarism and 
bombardment. 

Afl'-r havi g crossed straigid tlirough Vincij, bear to the left in order to pass 
in I'ront of llie Mana-uvre distillerg, leaving the hamlet oj that name on the 
Icjt and reaching Etrepilly {41 km.) by the middle road oj the crossways, 
which are about 1 km. further on past the distillery. 

This Vincy — Etn;|,illy line formed part of the defensive front established 
by the Germans west of the Ourcq, marked out further north by Lhe localities 
of Betz, Ktavigny and Acy, which ha\e just been visited, and, more to the 
south, by the position seen on panorama 15 (p. 91). The Germans had made 
trenches and machine gun shelters over the whole plateau, which stretches 
on the right ot the road towards the farms of Poligny and Champflcury. On 
the right slope of the road one can still see the dug-outs where the snipers 
sheltered themselves. 

The position was attacked from the 6th to the 9th of Septendjer by the 
(13rd Division of the 7th corps and the 56th of the Lamaze group which 
carried the advance positions constituted by the farms of Nogeon, I'oligny 
and Champfleury, but were stopped on the line itself until lhe general 
withdrawal of the German troops. 
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7-M Tiach Ihc spiil irlnrc llic rinv hcl'.iv ivus Uikcn. InUciv llic licul: u !iich I ranches r,// thi: 
wr s,e LHrns-i tlw middle o/ llic jianorawu. llic Itiurist liiuts hiiiiMlf Lit Die soulhcrn (xtrc- 
Irealccl bv thu l''reiich 75's. 
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C. Panorama of Trocy, 

In the background is seen the^Trocy plateau, separated from the road hy a hollow, in 
will in due course lead tlie reader, the Germans liad establislieJ their powerful artillery cuni- 
Harcy, taking in Puisieux and Marcilly. Heyond the valley of the Therouanne, south of Etre- 
\iew extends to the wooded heiglits of Peiuiiard, ^Yhicll are outlined against the horizon. 



On the brow of tlie hill where stands the observer fierce i^attles were 
fought at the lime of the attacks on Ktrepilly. The 3oOth infantry did 
once make their way into the village, following tlie valley of the Therouanne, 
on the morning of Ihe Tlh, but \iok'nt counter-attacks forced them back. 
They returned to the charge at nii;ht and climbed from the rivei''s edge 
to the plateau. They were ureetcil by the fire of a machine gun section 
upon which two companies tlung themselves with fixed bayonets. Two 
liekbpieces were taken. The French troops maintained their ]iusition 
until II) in the evening but linally. as the German reinforcemenls poured 
in, were obliged to redcscend Ihc slope and cross back to the right bank 
of the Therouanne. 

Kcliirninr/ lo llti: I'.irqiiHii road we lass in front of the Memorial raised 
by the engineers in front nf the cemetery, at the place where the battles 
of Elrepilly reached their climax. A military grave has been made behind 
the Memorial 

The Germans had cnlrcnchcd themselves in the cemetery, where they 
succeeded in checking the night attack made by the Zouaves on the 7th 

of September. The 
2nd regiment, com- 
ing from B a r c y , 
reached the village 
and carried it at 
the point of the 
bayonet. 

Without stop- 
ping, tlie Zouaves 
be'gan to climb 
the height at the 
foot of which Hta- 
\ignv is built. 
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road from Yincj lo lUn'pillii . brlu>:i;:i the Mrmin'al and the band slieil. This is the mad 
mity of the Vhicy — Etri'pilly position, on tlic site of a Gcnnaii buttery \vhich was sc\crely 



Cliiia-li 111 line, .illy 



VallfV Ml lliu rhOioiiaiini; 




wliicli flows a tributary of tlie Tlierou lUhe. Oil t!ie Trocy plate.ui, wlicre this itinerary 
posed of lieavy and ligbt Ijatteries wliich s\\e|)t tlie wliole battleTield from NoKcoii Farm to 
pilly, stretclies tlie position of wliich tlie details ap[)ear in Panorama 15 (iKi.nc 91). The 



Their rush earried them as far as the cemetery, met there l)\ a lerrilic lire 
frour the machine guns they tried to keej) the position, but (■ermaii 
reinforeements having come up, they were forced to abandon the plateau, 
evacuate the village and return t(j their trenches at Harcy. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Duliujadoux, commanding the regiment, was killed; three-fourths of 
the officers and halt tlie clTective force fell in the course of this heroic 
charge. 

In front of the Memorial the twisted metal framework of a burnt shed is 
lo be seen. According to certain accounts, the Germans, before evacuating 
the position on the 'Jth of September, used tliis shed to burn the bodies of 
those of their soldiers who fell in the battles of Ktrepilly. Some of the inlia- 
bitants say that to these were added the bailly wounded, whose hurts were 
such that they could not be removed. 

We believe, as a matter of fact, that a large pyre of corpses was set alight 
here by the Germans, who generally burn their dead when they cannot carry 
them away, but the hangar was destroyed by the I'rench artillery which fired 
re])eatedly on that 
sideof theplateau at 
the 77 battery in- 
stalled there, at the 
cemetery and at the 
German trenches. 

In the cemetery 
lie the heroes who 
were killed in at- 
tempting to regain 
it. 

From llie cemdcrii 
the road descends In- 
wards Iilre'piUij. 
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Turn to the right aljhc loot oj the slope into Flre'pitly and on leaving the village take the 
plateau. After a few Inmdred ijards the riglit slope disappears. It was at this point that 
French side in Panorama B (p. 94). 
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IF THE BATTLEFIELD 



The road on wliich the tourist stands goes on to the hci-;l.ts ot Varreddes. Bordered 
south of Etrepilly, the advance lines restinfs thus : the first on Pencliard — Munthyon 
of operations fought ; — south of llic ^larcilly — l-"trepilly road — tlie 55tlr reserve division, 
l^tri^pilly, which is outlined on the extreme riglit of tlie panorama, crowned by the 
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Leaving the trenches liastily dug on tlic Cliamliry — Barcy — factory of 
Marcilly line, the troops of the l.;";maze group, before getting up to the 
German trenches, had to cro/s two kilometres of uncovered ground, under 
terrible fire. Ii was in one of these attacks, starting from Barcy. that 
>rajor d'Urbal (brother of the genera!) fell at the head of his Zouaves as 
he drew them along, waving his cane. He was brought back to the French 
lines, thanks to the devotion of one of the tew officers who survived the 
attack, helped by two Chasseurs d'Atricpie. Because of his great height 
the C.cnii ander's body luuld Udl be carried bad;, and the\- were i blieed 
tn |dacc it on a bmsr: I he .uioup rcl urned thus to liarc\- under a hailstiu'ni 
of bullets, .'i sbellholc in the ccnielery served for a gra\"e. 
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road on Ihe left; cross the river, turn again to the left and jollow the track which ctimbs the. 
Panoranm D was taken, showing, from the Germiui side, the baUlelield seen from the 
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OF THE French right. 

with trendies and machine suns, it consUtutcd the principal line of thn German defence 
-heights of Cuisy; the second on Chambry — Barcy — Marcilly. On this theatre 
the -l.'')th division and the Moroccan brigade; at Marcilly anil on the plateau north of 
Chanipfleury Farm, the .56th reserve division. 
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In the connter-altacks, the Germans as they left their trenches also 
suffered serious losses, as one can judge from Ihc preceding photograph, 
\vl ich was taken in front of the position. 

The tourist will take the road he cunie hi/ to return In I'-'.ln'iiilhi ; Iciiiunfi 
Ihe church {Ihe ronf 0/ which was liit bij scrcnil shells) nn Ihe liijhl and lukuuj 
the Trocij road on the le/t. 



112 



ETREPILLY TO [VIEAUX (I'J kill.) 
Via Trocy, Guk-a-Thesmks, \'ahi>,i:ddi;s 



The beaiililiil. shadi/ mail IhnL Icwh jnim I'Clrcj illij to Tiovj first crosses 
a Iwilow then winds up Ihc hillside to Uv plaleaa on which TnocY is buill 

(.J km.) On arriving Inrn 
to the left and so enter the 
heart 0/ the villar/e. 

Trocy did not actually 
.sillier from the German 
attacks, but it wa.s bom- 
barded by the French 
artillery. In front of 
the horse-pond, on the 
left of the little church, 
stands a farm (view 
opposite) which in 1917 
still showed traces of the 
7,3's which damaged its 
roof. Other houses were 
completely destroyed. 

Tlie Germans had con- 
centrated tlieir chief ar- 
l i 1 1 e r y forces on the 
plattju. Ilc.A> and li„lit batti.ias wcic in position north and 
[ tlic village, the greater part north, between Slan'cuvre, I'lcssy- 
\:id Trocy. 

The intense cann^na le poa.'ed from this dominating platform very much 
hampered the French in tlieir progression on all the centre of the front. 

The position was evacuated liy the Geimans on the 9th, not without 
serious losses of light artillery, as shown by the photograph below and that 
at the top of the following page. 
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GERMAN GUNS 
DESTROYED ON 
TKOCT PLATEAU 



The limber, (shown below), abandoned at the side of the road, is an 
infantry limber which contained rifle and machine-gun cartridges. 

The French artillery which swept the plateau hit it in the course of the 
retreat. 
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GUE-A-TRESMES 
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Rounding the horse-pond, we lake the road which runs under ih- monumental 
gateway, a view oj which is given above. 

This gate is one uf the chief iciiiains of the fortifications which guarded 
Trocy in the Middle Ages. 

It will tc seen that the strategic importance of the position has at all times 
been appreciated at its full value. 

Having passed through the gate, we take, 100 yds. further on, to the leji. 
the road that dips into a hollow, on the opposite slope oj which stands out the 
fine farm of Beauvoir. 

We reach this farm by a zig:ag ascent which comes out on the route Xationcde 

(.v. 3G). We then turn to the right and go down towards Gue-a-Tpesmcs 

This little place played the part, in relation to the extreme German left> 

that Trocy played in the centre. It was a l.c ivy artillery positi m supporting 

th- advanced line of defence. 

At the entrance to the village, on the left side of the road, is a large residence 
surrounded by a park. It was occupied by Ihe Germans and converted 
into a field hospital. In order to make room rapidly, the furniture was 

S'.una outside. It was thus 
nr '^'1WK^~ ^^^B '^'^'^^ """^ Idlhard-lable was 

found in the park. A soldier 
who was evidently a lover 
cf fresh air used it as a 
shelter. On the opposite 
jihotograph can he seen the 
ti'h-kcttle which did duty 
as a basin, frequent wash- 
ing being indispensable 
during those hot September 
d:iys. 

The fafade shown in the 
view is the one which faces 
the road, 
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A certain Riimher 
of German wound- 
ed died in the liospi- 
tal and were Ijuried 
in llie .yardcn; their 
belongings were left 
behind at the time 
uf the retreat, as 
shown in the opiio- 
site photograph. 

This retreat must 
have tatcen the oc- 
cupants unawares, 
for a meal was on 
tlie ollieers' table 
when the Frencli 
Iroops entered Ihc 
Chateau. 

-A; the CTOSS-r<iaiIs. ahoiil :]iiO i/ds. ujUr the Clialc-iu. i/v In tlie le/t. aloifj die 
Thcrouannc ; HOU yds. fiulhcr ulomj this road is seen (on the right) the place 
where a group of German artillery was hidden. Well-screened in the liollow 
shown in the view lielow, several heavy batteries, for a long time out of 
rcacli of the 75's, made the advance of the b^rcnch right on the plateau of 
Chambry — Barcy extremely difTicult. They also hampered ttie left of 
the British army and the 8th French division on the left bank of the 
Marne. In the course of tills tour, we have already seen several cxam- 
|)les of the installation of German liaLleries. Wherever the ground allowed 
of it, tlie guns were placed in a hollow, visitde only to aerial observers. T> ! -•- 
phones linked Ihem with the posts e-iablished on the ridges whence t'. : 
firing was directed. 

liilurning lo the touLp nalionalc, lurn lo Ihc hjl toioards \'<irredih's. On 
both sides of the road which was their main way of relreat, the Germans 
had made lines of defence : trenches were dug and iurnishcd with machine 
guns, and light batteries were established as supports. 

The whole, which johied up with the defence works of Trocy, constituted 
a position of withdrawal for the t^trepilly — Varreddes line, seen on pano- 
rama B (p. tl-l). This was the first stage of the retreat on the 9th of Sep- 
tember. 
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This panorama was taken at the intersection of the .Meaux to Soissons road (X 36) and 
machine guns were eslablislied. sweeping the route Xationale and the bottom of the hollow 



Thd Ourcq Canal 




Paxorama of the 



It is easy to understand wliy the Germans attached so mucli importance to the Varreddes 
The slopes west of the hollow (they form the background on the left of the panorama) 

protection the Germans could easily bring up supplies or relieve the defenders on the 

general tr nd of the action forced them to fall back. 
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After having examined Panoranui E, continue the elcscent tuwards Varreddes 
{12 km.). Before crossing the canal, on the right, one can see a 75 shell which 
has remained fixed in the wall of an inn, of which tire sign has now become : 
,, A I'obus ". 

We now enter ih Street of \'arreddes. 

At the cntraiUv ol the village arc a certain number of houses that were 
damaged l5y the bombardment. 

The German wounded, forsaken during tlie hasty relreal of September 9th, 

were slieltcred and 
nursed at Ihe town- 
hall. They are seen 
in the opposite 
view. Wlicn leav- 
ing the village the 
Germans took twen- 
ty liostages with 
them, all very old, 
among them the 
vicar. 

Three succeeded 
in escaping, but for 
the olher^ the re- 
Ireat [iroved (as will 
be seen) a veritable 
lorture. Seven of 
them were mur- 
dered 
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a track which leads to Elrepilly, in the field which overhang's the road and where German 
with their fire. 

liuad til Etrqjilly 




Varkeddes hollo \ 



position. 

were protected from the blows of the Frencli artillery: by availing themselves of this 

crests, facing Chambry— Barcy, which ensured their resistance until the moment when the 



On the first day they were forced to march 17 miles. M. .Jourduin, aged 77 
and M. ^lilliardet, aged 78, taken away with only slippers on their feet, 
were the first to fall from exhaustion; they were shot point-blank. Soon 
after i\I. Vapaille suffered the same fate. 

The next day, ^I. Terre, an invalid, fell and wa; i with revolver- 

shots; M. Croix and M. Lievin stumbled in their turn and were also shot. 

All three were from .5S 
to 64 years of age. Finally, 
M. Sfesnil, aged 67, utterly 
exhausted, gave up; his 
skull was smashed in with 
blows from the butt-end of 
a rifle. 

The other hostages, better 
able to endure, held on as 
far as Chauny and were sent 
thence to Germany by rail. 
They were repatriated five 
months later. 

Aj'er having traversed Var- 
reddes and before re-erossin(f 
the canal a tree will be no- 
ticed on tlie left of the road 
(the .3Sth on the way out) 
which has been pierced by 
a 75 shell as by a punchiug- 
press. 
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jF Tni; v-innr.DDES iiullow 



411 i/ds. past llie caiuil. on llv riijhl. arr srrn in : ral tracks which scale the 
lici'iliLs. \V: il'iuh the mi'- nn llic riiihl up In the Mimiuit, where the above 
panor.uiui was taken, giving a vicv of tlie \'aiTe<liles h'::lo\v in the opposite 
direction to that of panorama IC n). lltii. 

Germigny. seen on the right of the photograph, is known tlirougli having 
been Bossiiefs summer residence Tin' Germans had a heavy battery there, 
whicli l;onibardc;l '.ieaux i;i tlu' e;.'}" days of September. On the Sth they 
reerossed the -Alarnc. blowing up tlie bridge behind them. 

The appearance of a Frencli reconnoitring party composed of a serf~;c.tnt- 
irajor and nine men liad sufTiced to cause the evacuation of the position, 
which, witli the river lieliind it. seemed a dangerous one. Tliese ten heroes 
were killed in Ihe ciiurse of tlie battle and buried at Germiiiny. On the 
yth. the -Marnc was crossed on a pontoon bridge built under fire by 
British engineers, whose heroic tenacity triumplrcd after seventeen fruitless 
attcjnpts. 

The Germans, attickcd besiiles on the heights where stands the tourist, 
were ublieed to retire rapidly fro.n the hollow by the Soissons road, under 
lire fr.mi the French batteries. 

On Ihe crest uj 'he hill a track crosses the asccn'Hn;/ one near two isolated 
walnut-trees. On tlie right this road goes to Etrepilly : it constituted the 
(jerman line of defence wdrich is the subject of panorama B (p. 94). 

The t'lnrist a'itl i/o to the Irft between the two walnul-lrees and explore 
the crest which formed the redoubtable position occupying the background 
of the \iew on page d'A. It was well ]n'o\"ided with trenches, machine guns 
and light b.itteries. and all attacks cLain't it failed, until the Oth of Sep- 
tember. 

Tarnimi aijain to the tell 1 1 km. jurll-er on) at th'- first fork in the roail. the 
reenter wilt follow a Utile path which n ill brinfi him back to the route nationalc 
at the point where he left it. The walk lakes about 30 minutes. The two paths 
I'V which the ascent and descent have been made served the Germans as 
channels for bringing up siiiiplies. Their rearguard, which disputed the 
ground foot by foot, was routed there by a bayonet attack. 

Wr now relnrn loiiuir Is Me-iur. Ihe relreatiiii; Germans followed this 
road, in a contrary diiection. pursued by the French shells. 

.\t the highest point, em tlie right, is seen the trunk of a tree decapitated 
b\" artiller\" lire, at the lop of which the navvies nf the entrenched camp of 
Taris ha\'e lixed a In-anch. so as to form a cross : humble and touching tribute 
to the brave men killed in going up to the attack. 

Before arriving at .Meaux we have a beautiful view ot the town. We pass 
iiniler Ihe railwai/; then, on the riejht, trike the A'. .3 or rue du Fauhoury-Saint- 
Xicolas, which brings us back to Ihe Cathedral {19 l:m.). 
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